The
Vol. LXXVII No. 23

@thecowl thecowl.com

Providence College

•

Z
Z

Z

Cowl

Students Hit Snooze Button

Szot ’13 Conducts Sleep Study
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by Kathleen Sullivan ’14
Asst. News Editor
Campus news
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Contrary to popular belief, college
students need sleep. Maggie Szot
’13 is a biology major with a minor
in public service, community health
track, and has earned the distinction
of valedictorian of the Class of 2013.
This semester, she conducted an
independent study concerning the
influence that sleep has on health.
Szot has worked with Dr. Suzanne
Bornschein, the physician at the
Student Health Center, conducting a
survey of a representative sample of
60 Providence College students, and
they found some interesting results.
Szot and Dr. Bornschein used
the
Insomnia
Severity
Index
questionnaire, developed by Dr.
Charles Morin, and found that a
significant percentage of students
surveyed have “at least some level of
insomnia.” Szot also found that of the
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Pope Francis Confirms PC Student’s Sibling
by Christine Rousselle ’13
News Editor Emeritus
national news
On the second weekend of spring
break, Katie Miniter ’14 got some
surprising news: her 14-year-old sister
Brigid would be one of two people from
all of North America to be personally
confirmed into the Roman Catholic
Church in Vatican City by the pope.
Katie, who was Brigid’s confirmation
sponsor, was invited along with her
sister on a fully paid trip to Vatican
City for the ceremony, which took
place on April 28.
The Miniter sisters are members of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church
in Ridgewood, N.J., which is located
in the Archdiocese of Newark. Their
diocese was selected by the Vatican
to submit the names of two people to
be confirmed by the pope, and their
parish was selected by the archdiocese.
Brigid’s name and the name of another
teen was then “pulled out of a hard
hat” by the monsignor of the church,

60 students surveyed, the average PC
student sleeps for seven hours on a
given school night, gets six hours of
sleep or less approximately nine days
per month, and pulls one all-nighter
a semester.
Along with the survey, Szot’s
research also included information
about good and bad sleep habits, and
the “enormous influence of sleep on
health.” She explained that research
reveals that sleep habits affect many
aspects of health including “appetite
and weight management, mental
health, and our ability to learn and
retain information – all aspects
of health and well-being that are
important but sometimes a struggle to
stay on top of in the college setting.”
Szot affirmed, “Sleep is critical to
learning, not least because during
sleep memories are transferred
from short-term memory storage
in the hippocampus of the brain
to long-term storage in the
neocortex. Basically, this means
SLEEP/ Page 3
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selecting them to go to the Vatican to
be confirmed by the pope.
According to Katie, this was the first
time that the Vatican had ever had the
pope confirm people from around the
world. Forty people were selected to be
confirmed by the pope. The weekend
included a tour of the Vatican and a
reception after the ceremony.
Brigid’s confirmation name was
Francis, which was coincidentally
the same name selected by Cardinal
Jorge Bergoglio upon being elected
pope. Brigid picked her confirmation
name months before Pope Francis was
elected to the papacy, and selected
the name Francis due to her love of
animals.
Although the spelling of Francis
with an “I” is traditionally the male
spelling, Brigid balked at the idea of
taking the name “Frances,” the female
way.
“She didn’t want to spell it the girl
way,” explained Katie.
While in Rome, Katie
POPE/ Page 4
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College Community Rallies Against Discrimination
by Andres Taborda ’15
News Editor
Social Justice
The 70-degree weather, which at
Providence College calls for lying
out on the quad, was perfect for over
150 individuals who gathered first
outside the River Avenue gates, and
then on the Slavin Lawn. Members of
the Providence College community
rallied in light of recent racial incidents
happening on campus.
The pre-rally press conference
attracted different media outlets from
the Providence Journal to the Associated

Press, where different speakers gave
their takes on the incidents occurring
on campus.
Dr. Julia Jordan-Zachery, professor
of political science and director of
the black studies program, organized
the event. She has been a victim of
discrimination via email and Twitter
following her establishment of the
Trayvon Martin Award. The recipient
of the award was on hand, Cedric
Lockey, professor of sociology, leading
chants as attendees walked in a circle
around the lawn.
Matthew Smith ’16, who spoke
to students, said, “The rally was
a way for students and faculty

Cedric Lockey, professor of sociology, leads attendants in song and chants.

by Kathleen McGinty ’16
Asst. News Editor
campus events
With messages and photographs
of peace and harmony hung
along the glass walls of the Slavin
Overlook Lounge, Providence
College celebrated its fourth annual
Love Art Hate Discrimination
exhibition this past Sunday, April
28.
Co-sponsored by SOAR,
SHEPARD, and Women Will,
this year’s event featured student
artwork and live performances
advocating for love and unity.
“It’s
an
opportunity
to
display student art,” said Magali
Garcia-Pletsch ’13, president of
the Society Organized Against
Racism (SOAR). Yet the event
inherently provided one additional
opportunity for students as
well: the chance to speak out
against hate and discrimination.
Students could take advantage
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Michael Hagan ’15, center, walks in solidarity prior to speaking to the crowd.

to unite for the integrity of those
within our community who have
been marginalized both by direct
oppression and Fr. Shanley’s silence.”
Motives for the rally included
students
being
profiled
and
discriminated by Providence College
security officers.
Michael Hagan ’15 made a call
to action to the Providence College
community. “Inaction in regards to
discrimination is being complicit,”
he said. “Inaction is the institution
shooting itself in both feet. Cooperation

of such an opportunity with a
photo project held at the Cultural
Jamboree on Saturday, April
14. By setting up camp on the
Slavin Lawn and offering to take
students’ pictures as they held
signs containing phrases like “hate
discrimination” and “fellowship,”
members of the organizations
co-sponsoring Love Art Hate
Discrimination were intent on
garnering their peers’ support
and involvement. The photos of
students who volunteered to have
their pictures taken with one of the
signs were on display on Sunday.
“It’s a big way to make sure
the artwork reflected the message
of the event,” said Garcia-Pletsch,
who expressed that by having
people hold these signs, she hoped
to get more students involved.
According to Garcia-Pletsch,
Love Art Hate Discrimination
was originally entitled Love Art
Hate Racism when it was first held
four years ago, before SHEPARD
and Women Will stepped in as
co-sponsors.
However, with
three student clubs now
affiliated with the event, she
noted that it has been much
easier to garner student
involvement as members

ANDRES TABORDA ’15 / THE COWL

from the administration, faculty, and
students is needed to the face the issue
of discrimination head on.”
Social justice demonstrations have
been happening on campus lately
with students rallying for samesex marriage last week outside the
campus gates.
As different coalitions form
between students and faculty, the
College’s community looks to take
action on pressing issues relating to
discrimination, among other things.

of the organizations spread the
word about the event, soliciting
art submissions from their friends
and peers. Jessica Ho ’14, Mel
Medero ’14, Sarah Fitzgerald ’13,
Branica Gaeleana ’15, Gianna
Boyar ’14, and the PC Art Club
were among those who submitted
their
original
photographs,
drawings, and 3-D creations
portraying tranquil nature scenes
and candid shots of everyday life
to be featured in this year’s event.
The notion of peace and
harmony was not only limited
to physical artwork, because as
students read either original or
published poems, they vocalized
similar messages of positivity.
Sarah Fitzgerald ’13, who
recited her original poem entitled
“Lesbians that Look Like Justin
Bieber,” voiced her experience of
being a victim of discrimination.
After
receiving
derogatory
comments about her new, short
hair style, she felt enraged that
someone was, as she coined,
“gender policing” her. Through
writing and reciting her poem,
she was able to voice her opinion
that she does not need long
hair to prove she is a woman.
Similarly, Chastity Mathurin

’15 recited a poem she wrote
called
“Silence,”
in
which
she expressed the sense of
emptiness she felt whenever she
told her mother she loved her.
“It makes me understand
who I am,” she said of her ability
to impart her feelings through
writing poetry.
“It means
expressing yourself truly in ways
that you may not be able to,”
by switching words around or
using your voice as an instrument
to convey your true feelings.
Thus, regardless of whether it
was through the use of graphics or
words, students were able to speak
out against hate and discrimination.
“I think just based on the
diversity of student art and
performances,
we’re
getting
more students,” said GarciaPletsch, adding that she hopes
students who attend Love Art
Hate Discrimination will come
to better appreciate artwork.
Garcia-Pletsch’s hopes may
have been realized as students
gathered on the Slavin Lawn for
“Spray the Love” following the
live poetry performances, spray
painting T-shirts with messages
of positivity and peacefulness.
“I feel like everyone is
creative in their own way,” said
Mathurin, noting that she hopes
her participation in this year’s
Love Art Hate Discrimination
will help someone else
to find their voice. “If I
perform, another person
may be able to express
themselves
as
well.”
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other than sitting on your bed.
48 students indicated they had mild
27
Other habits to break in order to
to very severe difficulty falling
gain better sleeping habits include
15
asleep. Just 12 students said they
11
falling asleep with the television on or
4
had no difficulty.
3
reading, drinking caffeine after noon,
and not working out or partaking in
48 students also said their sleeping
other stimulating activity right before
troubles interfered with their daily
going to bed. In addition, Szot and Dr.
functioning at least a little.
Bornschein stressed that alcohol is, in
fact, a very bad sleep aid. It may help
people fall asleep, but it interrupts
the second stage of sleep and
Z
results in the infamous hangover
and all its cruel symptoms.
Z
28
Szot said that is was a
23
pleasure to work with Dr.
5
4
Bornschein on this project,
as she helped by providing
interesting
and
pertinent 37 students had either
articles, helped sharpen her subthreshold, moderate, or
skills for her presentation, and severe clinical insomina. 23
“was a really good mentor.” had no clinically significant
Through her research, Szot insomina.
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Nevertheless, a plurality of students
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important for your mood, your grades,
indicated that they were not at all
and in the long run, your sanity.”
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3
Satisfied

Very

Very

Much

Somewhat

A Little

current sleep problem. The other 36
were at least a little worried.

Very

le
ep
ha
b

its.

Severe

Moderate

Not Worried

S

Micaela, thank you so much for all of your hard work and dedication.
The entire News staff wishes you the best of luck!
Sincerely,
Andres and the Kathleens
News Editor and Asst. News Editors

Subthreshold

None

Z

60

that
without
adequate
sleep,
students
typically
struggle
to recall the information that
they
spent
time
studying.”
In addition to compiling all this
research, Szot was able to give a talk
in Slavin Overlook Lounge on April
8, where she presented a PowerPoint
discussing her research and provided
recommendations for better sleeping
habits. She explained a number of basic
things that students can do to develop
better sleeping habits. Though it is
“very hard to do on a college campus,”
she noted that “going to sleep and
waking up around the same hour
every night” is important. Students can
suffer from “social jetlag” when they
go to sleep and wake up later on the
weekends than during the school week.
“We also found that noise
disturbances are really significant,”
whether it be from a roommate or just
the dorm-room environment. Szot
mentioned that simple solutions to this
problem could be found through using
earplugs or a white noise machine. She
also worked to promote and explain
what good “sleep hygiene” is. Dr.
Bornschein noted, “Your bedroom
should be your one sanctuary, and
you don’t want your brain to associate
activities other than sleeping with
your bed.” That means that doing
homework or procrastinating on the
Internet should be done somewhere

None
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SLEEP: Call it a Night or Stay Awake?

Dissatisfied

On Thursday, April 25, the
students of Providence College were
given the opportunity to see and
understand what goes on outside of
our gates. Caitlyn Treem ’13, a senior
public and community service major,
unveiled her completed senior thesis
in her documentary Raw Island.  The
subject of the documentary was
poverty in the Providence community.
The video started as a Community
Organizing project her sophomore
year, became her focus for her thesis,
and ultimately became her passion.
In this documentary, Treem
interviewed locals in the city of
Providence about their experiences
growing up surrounded by poverty
and violence. Many of those who Treem
interviewed said that they were used to
seeing violence around them every day.
PC students might not be surprised by
this, as we hear horror stories about
muggings late at night and are told
not to walk down certain roads by
ourselves. We have been conditioned
to be cautious and somewhat fearful of
what goes on outside of our protected
and sheltered campus. Treem’s
goal in showing this documentary,
however, is not to reinforce this
idea, but to help us understand
why things are the way they are.
“People say money is the root of
all evil,” said one of the interviewees
in the video, “but the lack of money is
really the root of all things evil.” This

Moderate

student productions

concept was brought up several times
in Treem’s documentary. When asked
about her inspiration for the title, Raw
Island, Treem explained that it is how
one of her interviewees described
the city of Providence. She explains,
“When I was talking to one of the
youths about my documentary my
sophomore year, he said that the main
reason why there is so much violence
is because there are no resources in
Providence; that it is a raw place and that
it should be called Raw Island instead
of Rhode Island.” By resources, she
means help, not just economically, but
socially for the people of Providence.
Treem works at the Madeline
Roger’s Recreation Center in the Rec.
Night Program. She describes working
at this establishment as a life-changing
experience because it has opened her
eyes to what is outside of our closeknit community. She says that she
chose the subject for her documentary
because of her work at the recreation
center. “I realized that all of the
youth had really powerful stories
to share, it was just that no one had
taken the time to ask them…and it is
hard for me to think that the youth
that I work with are so discriminated
against and misunderstood by
my peers at Providence College.”
The purpose of her documentary is
to, in her words, “give a voice to the
voiceless,” and to motivate others to
want to understand the people of the
surrounding community better. She
hopes that, by seeing this documentary,
the student body will want to create a
relationship with the local community,
rather than distance ourselves from it.

Moderately Satisfied

by Jackie McCarthy ’14
News Staff

Despite 62 percent of the students
exhibiting some level of insomnia,
a plurality are moderately satisfied
with their current sleep pattern.
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POPE: Francis Meets Providence College Again
Continued from front page

and Brigid met with other confirmation
candidates from Ireland, Germany,
and China, and saw the various
sights and landmarks around the
city during the day. Katie had
studied abroad during the fall 2012
semester in Florence, and was “very
excited” to be able to return to Italy.
After arriving in Rome, Katie said
that the situation did not feel real,
and that only after actually sitting
in St. Peter’s Square “a few feet from
the pope” did the enormity of the
situation start to sink in. While Brigid
was able to meet Pope Francis and
introduce herself, Katie was not.
“He did not reply (though)—he does
not have great English,” explained Katie.
While Katie described the trip as
“incredible,” and “truly magical,” she
also felt as though it had a far deeper
meaning for her sister, whom has
struggled with dyslexia her entire life.
“She has always really had a
hard time in school,” said Katie.
“This experience really made her
feel special. It is great that she was
able to start of her adulthood in
the Church with this experience.”

Katie Miniter ’14 stands with her sister, Brigid Miniter, as she is confirmed by Pope Francis.

In Brief
by Elizabeth Nako ’15
News Staff
Campus News

Imaginasian
On Wednesday, April 24, Asian Am sponsored “Imaginasian,”
held outside on Slavin Lawn. The first 50 students who attended
received a complimentary water bottle. The event included authentic
Asian cuisine such as fried rice, noodles, and spring rolls, as well as
drinks such as Thai iced tea, Lychee, and soy milk. Also, students
who attended could decorate paper lanterns and miniature bamboo
plants and enjoy live performances such as a traditional Lao Dance.

Medieval Beer Tasting
On Wednesday, April 24, the History Club sponsored a Medieval
Beer Tasting in McPhail’s. Dr. Fred Drogula, the club’s advisor, worked
with members of the History Club to brew a recipe from the reign
of King Henry VII (c. AD 1502). At the tasting, the club discussed
the history of the recipe, the choice of ingredients, and the six-week
brewing process. Students of age who tried the beer thought it tasted
particularly good. After the initial tasting, teams of students and
faculty faced off in answering obscure world history trivia questions.

Clam Jam
On April 26, the Board of Programmers held its annual “Clam
Jam” on Slavin Lawn. The long line of students circled around the
outskirts of Slavin Lawn waiting to get food. A student favorite
that celebrates the near end of the semester, lots of food was
served fresh off the grill. There was also live entertainment, a rock
wall, bungee jumping, and a beer garden for those patrons 21+.

Pizza Palooza
On Saturday night, April 27, in the Slavin Overlook Lounge, the Board
of Programmers held a “Pizza Palooza” for the second year in a row. The
event was a collaboration of celebrating pizza from the PC area. The
event included lots and lots of pizza from students’ favorite places, such
as Big Tony’s, Golden Crust, Antonio’s, Ronzio’s, Little Caesars Pizza,
Pizza Pier, and Bob and Timmy’s. Activities included pizza making
demonstrations, pizza trivia, and decorating your own pizza. This
event was an ideal way for pizza lovers to spend their Saturday night.
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This Week in
Student Congress

· Future Friar Executives (FFE) passed as an umbrella club,
expected to encompass other clubs under its overarching
leadership.
· A piece of legislation regarding increasing money allocated
for clubs and organizations passed. This legislation requires
an increase of $10
to the
student activiby Emily Kennedy ’15
News Staff
ties fee
so that clubs
and
organizations
Student Congress
will be
given a greater
amount
of allocated
funds at the beginning of each year.
· Future Friar Executives (FFE) passed as an umbrella club, expected
· Legislation
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the its
process
to hold events
for
to encompass
othersimplifying
clubs under
overarching
leadership.
students involved in clubs and organizations. Forms re· quired
A piecetoof
legislation
regarding
money allocated
sponsor
events
will nowincreasing
be more streamlined.
for clubs and organizations passed. This legislation
· The
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for PC toof
invest
solaractivities
panel techrequires
an increase
$10 intoadditional
the student
fee
nology,
up byorganizations
Chris Tansey,will
passed.
now
so that brought
clubs and
be There
given will
a greater
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of allocated
funds
at the
beginning
each
year.
be
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50 solar
panels
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to eitherofthe
Ruane
Schneider
or Dorethe
Hallprocess
in the future.
· Center,
Legislation
passed Arena
simplifying
to hold events
· Class
of 2013 reminded
students
get their
Done With
Colfor students
involved in
clubs toand
organizations.
Forms
required
sponsor
now
be more
streamlined.
lege
BBQ to
tickets,
and events
Class ofwill
2015
reminded
people
to come
pick up their Done With CIV shirts on Thursday in McPhail’s.
· The proposal for PC to invest in additional solar panel
technology, brought up by Chris Tansey ’13, passed. There
will now be an additional 50 solar panels added to either the
Ruane Center, Schneider Arena, or Dore Hall in the future.

·

Class of 2013 reminded students to get their Done with College
BBQ tickets, and Class of 2015 reminded people to come pick up
their Done with CIV shirts on Thursday in McPhail’s.

Good luck, Christine!
On behalf of the entire News staff, we want to
thank you for all of your hard work this year and
for all of your guidance.
You are going to go so far in life, kid.
We love you to pieces!
You rock, don’t ever change!
Sincerely,
Andres and the Kathleens
News Editor and Asst. News Editors
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Students Explore Sacred Spaces
by Alyssa Zannella ’15
World Staff
THE KOREAS

Undergraduates at Providence
College enrolled in Dr. Joan Branham’s
Sacred Space course this past semester
have had the opportunity to visit
and speak with members of three
influential world religions: Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam. The course
studies the ancient roots of these
traditions while providing students
with a modern understanding of our
increasingly diverse world.
Each week, students read and wrote
intensively about theories of the sacred
in these world religions. They critically
analyzed the interpretations of various
scholars as to what constitutes a
sacred space, while examining the
relationship of spaces to gender, ritual,
and blood dating back to the Temple
of Herod in Jerusalem. Branham
commented, “Students and I embark
together on an exploration of the
sacred. We are continuously amazed
at how relevant ancient studies are as
a historical lens through which to gain
understanding of current events in the
world today.”
Professor Branham, professor of art
history and chair of the Department

of Art and Art History, completed
her graduate training at the Hebrew
University in Jerusalem, University
of Strasbourg, and Emory University.
She has published widely on theories
of sacred space in ancient Judaism and
Christianity with special attention to
gender, blood, and sacrifice. She has
also been invited to teach her sacred
space course a number of times to
graduate students at the Harvard
Divinity School.
While gaining an appreciation
for the distinctiveness of the three
religions,
students
were
able
to use concepts learned in the
classroom in order to understand the
interconnectedness of the different
religious communities. The class
journeyed on three trips over the
semester to a synagogue, church, and
mosque, and had the rare opportunity
of examining the architecture of each
“sacred space,” while interacting
directly with their religious leaders.
The class made its first visit to
Temple Emanu-El in Providence where
students toured the monumental
synagogue on the East Side and spoke
with Rabbi Franklin. Students were
invited up on the “bema” area of the
synagogue to view up-close ancient
Hebrew script on an open Torah scroll,

the most sacred Jewish text. According
to Branham, this is something special
that even not all Jews have had the
opportunity to do.
Students also visited Central
Congregational Church on the East
Side, where they met a female pastor,
Reverend Spencer. They learned about
the role of female clergy, the historic
roots the church had to the Puritans
(eventually merging with fellow
Protestants in the 20th century), and
the beautiful opalescent windows by
J.A. Holzner, Tiffany’s glass artist.
After examining Islam, the Qu’ran,
the Hajj, and Muslim architecture,
the class took its final trip to Masjid
Al-Islam in North Smithfield. Here,
students took off their shoes, sat on the
carpets of the prayer hall, and engaged
in a close and candid conversation with
the Imam of the mosque. In fact, the
visit occurred just days after the Boston
Marathon bombing, and the Imam not
only brought up the event, but readily
answered questions students had in
regard to this devastating tragedy.
He was eager to share his faith with
students and clarify that Muslims in
his congregation—as well as others
globally—in no way condone violence.
Students in the class have remarked
that this is one of the most unique

Jason Collins Comes Out
by Naomi Eide ’13
Senoir World Writer
UNITED STATES

Jason Collins, NBA center, came out as
the first openly gay athlete playing a major
American team sport. In an exclusive
essay for Sports Illustrated, Collins said
“I’m a 34-year-old NBA center. I’m black.
And I’m gay.” After 12 seasons in the NBA,
Collins has played on 6 different NBA
teams, last playing with the Washington
Wizards. Collins said “I didn’t set out to
be the first openly gay athlete playing in
a major American team sport. But since I
am, I’m happy to start the conversation.”
His telling essay goes back to his
childhood and how he came to realize his
attractions, initially resisting his impulses
throughout high school and then again
with the start of his basketball career. His
account spoke about his concerns for his
changing role on the court and how he
wants to be perceived as a team player
who understands that winning is what
counts.
Collins said “I go against the gay
stereotype, which is why I think a lot of
players will be shocked: That guy is gay?...
Am I so physical to prove that being gay
doesn’t make you soft? Who knows? That’s
something for a psychologist to unravel.
My motivations, like my contributions,
don’t show up in box scores.”
One of the biggest unknowns Collins
faces is the reaction his former and future
teammates might have. As an unrestricted
free agent, Collins can make yet another
transition to a team in the NBA, but faces
uncertainties over what team is going to
pick him for their roster, not because of his
status as a gay man but because of his role
on the court. Known for both charging
and fouling, Collins has always made
steady contributions to the teams he has
played for.
In a follow up article to Collins’ essay,
Sports Illustrated discussed that the
sports world will not know how Collins’

teammates will react until
he gets picked for a roster.
Chris Ballard, a writer for
Sports Illustrated, said “the
hope here is that Collins
does make a team. That he
forces people to think, debate
and confront their own biases.
That he suits up and practices and
showers with his teammates. That
he furthers a much-needed dialogue
about tolerance in the sports world.”
Immediately after his announcement,
Collins received tremendous support
from both the sports community and the
community at large. The Washington
Wizards, the team Collins played for
last season took to Twitter saying “We
are extremely proud of Jason & support
his decision to live his life proudly and
openly.” Kobe Bryant also showed his
support for Collins, tweeting “Proud
of @jasoncollins34. Don’t suffocate who
u r because of the ignorance of others
#courage #support #mambaarmystandup
#BYOU.”
Trevor Ariza, one of Collins’ many
teammates expressing support, said
“much respect to you. It takes a strong
dude to be the first. Your a hell of a
professional and a hell of a teammate.”
The resounding support from the NBA
community expressed that Collins being a
gay man changes nothing about who he is
and how he plays on the court.
When asked about Collins’ decision to
come out, Providence College student Ian
Mulhern, ’14, said “Jason Collins coming
out of the closet is a really good sign for the
LGBTQ community and for the country
as a whole. From experience I know that
coming out can be terrifying, and for
someone in the national spotlight to be able
to openly admit to being gay shows that
our country is going in the right direction

when it comes to
acceptance…
I’m
ecstatic about this and I
applaud Jason Collins for
having so much courage.
With DOMA, Prop 8 and
Gay Marriage in the Supreme
Court right now, I love that
an individual who a lot of
people know and respect
as a basketball player has
personalized the issue…
Maybe this will start the ball
rolling and other athletes
who have been afraid will
see that coming out is ok
for them too. Collins is a
pioneer in that respect. He
may just have changed a
number of people’s lives
just by accepting himself
and allowing others to see
who he is. We need more
courageous people like
that.”

courses offered at Providence College,
in which undergraduates have the
opportunity to interact with various
religious communities in Rhode Island
while undergoing rigorous classroom
study. By applying scholarly theories
of sacred space, gender, and blood to
their experience, students examined
the interdisciplinary connections and
influences of all three religions. Students
described the course as meaningful,
and both an “academically challenging
course, but also academically fun.”
The small class also formed a bond
during the semester, further creating
community at PC while gaining a
deep understanding of architecture
and world religions. Christopher
Baryiames ’16, a student enrolled in the
course stated that “Until coming to PC,
I had only ever experienced Orthodox
Christianity. Because of this class, I now
have a working knowledge of Judaism,
Protestantism, Ancient Christianity,
and Islam. The opportunity to speak
with a Rabbi, Congregationalist Pastor,
and an Imam was invaluable.”
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Rhode Island Senate Passes Gay Marriage
by Ben Remillard ’13
World Staff
UNITED STATES

In January, the Rhode Island
House of Representatives easily
passed groundbreaking gay marriage
legislation. Last week, the Rhode
Island Senate did the same, passing
the bill 26-12.
This week, the bill returns to the
House for what is believed to be a
purely procedural vote before passing
on to Governor Lincoln Chafee.
Chafee, who supports gay marriage,
has already gone on record saying that
he would sign the bill into law.
Given that knowledge, it is easy to
assume that by the time this Cowl goes
to print, gay marriage will have in fact
been signed into law in Rhode Island.
This would make Rhode Island the
tenth state to make gay marriage legal.
While civil unions have been
available in Rhode Island the last two
years, The Huffington Post reports that
few people have taken advantage of
them. The new legislation would allow
the first gay marriages in Rhode Island
to take place by August.
Senator Donna Nesselbush, the
bill’s sponsor in the Senate, exclaimed,
“We’re one step closer. Every step is

important and every step is exciting.”
Bills legalizing gay marriage in Rhode
Island have been introduced every year
since 1997. This is the closest, however,
a bill has ever come to passing.
Bloomberg News reports that
Chafee has made marriage equality
a signature part of his governorship.
This included drawing criticism
for espousing his views at his
inauguration speech following his 2010
victory. Chafee argued that passing
gay marriage legislation would make
Rhode Island more competitive, as it is
the only New England state without it.
Tiffany Donahue ’13, an intern for
Senator Leonidas Raptakis, argues that
one of the main turning points this
year was the support from advocates.
She said, “Many of the senators were
bombarded with calls from lobbyists
trying to get their support,” and that
senators took the time to meet directly
with their constituents to talk about
the issue.
Donahue argues that one of the main
reasons Rhode Island has held out so
long without approving gay marriage
is due to Catholic opposition to the
measure. Bishop Thomas Tobin pushed
lawmakers to turn away what he
called an “immoral and unnecessary”
change to traditional marriage. This

comes despite the fact that, regardless
of how the State rules, it does not hold
the power to mandate that the Church
recognize gay marriages.
Donahue considers religious belief
to be one of the main roadblocks
preventing gay marriage from passing
at a local and national levels. She
noted how, during the proceedings,
several senators openly stated last
week that they could not support the
legislation because of their personal
beliefs. As a Catholic herself, Donahue
“understand[s] many of the senators’
convictions,” but believes that her
faith allows her to “be accepting of
everyone and that everyone should
have the same civil rights and should
not be discriminated against.”
One thing Senator Raptakis did to
answer the religious criticism of the
legislation was to invoke the memory
of Archbishop Iakovos, the Primate of
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
North and South America from 1959
until his resignation in 1996. Raptakis,
a member of the Greek Orthodox
Church himself, referenced how
Iakovos marched with Martin Luther
King, Jr. in the struggle for civil rights.
The Senator then related the fight for
civil rights in the 1960s to the fight for
equal rights for the LGBT community

now. Donahue believes that it was a
“beautiful example of how one’s faith
led him to support marriage equality
since so often it is the exact opposite.”
She argues that the plight of the
LGBT community is the civil rights
movement of her generation.
Another
problem
Donahue
anticipates moving forward is that
many individuals at the local level
still have many misconceptions about
the LGBT community. The best way to
solve this? “Take the time to meet with
them when trying to decide whether to
support the legislation or not,” and to
“get the perspective of someone from
the LGBT community as to further
educate themselves about the various
struggles of the LGBT community.”
This was something Donohue argues
some senators had only done for the
first time this year.
Delaware is the state next most
likely to pass marriage equality
legislation. Last week the Delaware
House of Representatives narrowly
passed a bill similar to Rhode Island’s.
That legislation is now heading to the
Delaware Senate for debate.

Too Beautiful for Citizenship
by Naomi Eide ’13
Senoir World Writer
UNITED STATES

Many in this world can claim to be
beautiful. But most of these “beautiful”
people do not get deported for their
shockingly good looks. Recently
the media has erupted with a story
of three men who were reportedly
deported from Saudi Arabia for being
too handsome.
During the Jenadrivah Heritage &
Culture Festival held in Riyadh, one of
the four largest cities in Saudi Arabia,
three men were reportedly removed
from the kingdom by the conservative
religious police. The Commission for
the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention
of Vices in Saudi Arabia deported the
men back to Abu Dhabi, their place of
origin, so that women would not be

tempted by the men and fall for them.
Other more evocative, reports stated
that the religious police feared that
women would be so overcome by the
trio’s good looks that they would rip off
their clothes in lust.
The identities of the three men have
only been speculated, but many believe
that a member of the trio is actor, poet,
and photographer Omar Borkan Al
Gala. Al Gala had not openly admitted
that he was deported for his looks, but
many believe that the Dubai native is one
of the men in question after he posted
a link to a story about the deportation
on his Facebook. His Facebook is also
full of glamour shots of him modeling,
doing nothing to discredit the rumors
that he is, indeed, one of the criminally
good—looking men. Women around
the world have been swooning over
his photos, but also his poems which
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say things like “the beauty of a woman
must be seen from in her eyes, because
that is the doorway to her heart, the
place where love resides.”

The WORLD in BRIEF

Many are avidly trying to discover
the identity of the other two men,
purely for research purposes.

by Ben Remillard ’13
World Staff

NASA has identified a massive storm in Saturn’s north pole. The storm, which is being called “the Rose,” has
an eye that spans 1,250 miles, and has winds that blow at the edges of the storm at 330 miles per hour. NASA
says that the hurricane swirls inside a “large, mysterious, six-sided weather pattern known as the hexagon.”
It is believed the storm has been spinning in the same spot for years because it is on a pole, and therefore
has nowhere to drift. This is the first time the Rose has been seen because when the Cassini spacecraft
passed the equinox in 2009, the pole was not visible. According to NPR, Cassini was the first satellite
to travel around Saturn’s orbit, travelling 2.2 billion miles to get there.
A building on the outskirts of the Bangladeshi city of Dhaka that housed multiple garment
factories collapsed last week. Three bodies have been pulled from the wreckage so far, and
three people have died in hospitals. It is believed that 149 people are still trapped beneath the
rubble of the eight-story structure. The BBC reports that out of the 600 tons of rubble, 350
have been cleared so far. Twenty-five hundred people were injured in the disaster. Protests
have broken out as a result of the collapses, with 20,000 demonstrators amassing throughout
Dhaka. Protesters held signs that included “Hang the Killers, Hang the Factory Owners.”
Scientists have discovered new proof that some of the first British settlers to America
resorted to cannibalism during the winter of 1609-10. The BBC reports that US researchers
found unusual cuts consistent with meat butchering on human bones found in a trash
pit. The four-hundred-year-old bones excavated belonged to a teenage girl. Smithsonian
forensic anthropologist Doug Owsley said that the “chops to the forehead, chops to the back
of the skull and also a puncture to the left side of the head that was used to essentially pry off
that side. The purpose was to extract the brain.” By the end of the winter, only 60 of the 300
settlers survived due to ongoing starvation, siege, and, apparently, cannibalism.

Georgia’s Wilcox County had its first integrated prom last weekend. Seniors at the school have
attended segregated proms since 1971. Despite the Supreme Court putting an end to separate but
equal laws nearly 60 years ago, Wilcox County has maintained its tradition over the years. The move
to integrate was sponsored by four students who started a Facebook group to raise awareness and solicit
donations. The group gathered over 30,000 “likes” since its founding. The prom was deemed a success, with
approximately equal numbers of white and black students attending, according to The Huffington Post.
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World News was deemed too
attractive for The Cowl...

Photograph Courtesy of Facebook.com/Omar

...Almost like how Omar was too
attractive for Saudi Arabia.

Adios, Cowl. It’s been worldly.

Opinion
Adios America,
Hello Argentina!
Days of Celebration Show
Unequal Society
by Jenn Giffels ’14
Opinion Staff
ABROAD
I left the US at the end of Black History
Month, arrived in Argentina just in time
for International Day of the Woman, and
recently attended a political march during
Indigenous Communities Week. While
these designations are important reminders
of historically marginalized groups, I’ve
lately begun to question the implications of
celebrating such days in the first place.
Whether they last only a day, or an
entire month, celebrations such as these
are times to honor and respect a certain
group of people—the LGBT community,
Hispanics, Asians, women, you name it.
It’s a time to recognize the contributions
of a group that historically has faced
discrimination, which I think we would
all agree is a noble idea.
So because the group hasn’t always
been included or welcome in society, we
try to compensate for that by giving them
a special period where we pay them extra
attention. But what else are we saying by
doing this?
Take International Woman’s Day,
for example. Honoring women’s
contributions to society and perhaps
taking time out of your day to recognize
the special women in your life is of course
a nice gesture, but the mere fact that
we have this day in the first place is a
reminder that women have faced and still
face much discrimination and inequality.
It’s a reminder that society has never been
and still is not a place of complete equality,
and it’s a scary consideration of whether it
ever can be.
Speaking as a female, I can appreciate
this day on the one hand, but on the
other hand I somehow can’t help but feel
it’s a reminder that women have been
historically inferior and now we need a
special day that says, oh no it’s okay, we
recognize you as an equal now. Thanks?
But an attitude of equality shouldn’t be an
exception, it should be the norm. Women
shouldn’t need a day reminding the world
that we’re equally capable of contributing
to society as men.
However, I recognize that in the world
we live in, we unfortunately do still need
these reminders. While I’m not an advocate
of eliminating any of these celebrations,
I am idealistically looking forward to the
day where our society is accepting and
inclusive of all types of people, all the time.
Not only during a specific month should
African-Americans be remembered for
their great contributions, nor during a
certain week the indigenous communities
be acknowledged and celebrated. It seems
about time that as a society we intrinsically
embrace and appreciate everyone.
I guess my question comes down to
this: By separating out certain groups of
people and assigning them a special time
of year, does this reduce them to their
historic discrimination or strengthen their
power as a group?
And my argument would be that
these days of celebration, in addition to
showing our appreciation for all these
diverse groups that make up our society,
are also a grave mark of a still unequal
society—a society in which each of these
groups continually has to fight for respect
and equality.
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Good Luck with Packing, You’re Going to Need It!
by Kathleen Cavanaugh ’16
Opinion Staff
CAMPUS

As my freshman year slowly
winds to a close, I have been
anxiously awaiting the day when
I have to pack everything up in a
neat and organized fashion and get
it to fit in the back of my car. Every
Providence College student can
attest to the fact that packing and
moving out is no easy feat. It takes
hours of folding, sorting, and lifting.
What makes it even worse is that it
all has to be done while students are
busy studying for finals. Not exactly
good timing, but it cannot be helped.
This weekend I decided to get a head
start on the tedious task, and came
to the blatant and ironic conclusion
that half of the really important things
I insisted on buying for college back
in September have proved to be
completely useless.
Throughout this past summer,
anticipation for my freshman year of
college was killing me! All I wanted
to do was get to school and start my
new adventure. So, what did I do
to cope with this angst? I would
go and buy new items to put in my
dorm room. Didn’t we all? Well, half
of these items have not been touched
in months and are just taking up the
little space offered in our rooms. For
me, one of these things is my large
fan. I thought that it was going to be
one of the best purchases I made and
would be used all of the time! And
it was...at least in September. After
that, its main function has been to be
a drying rack for the clothes that only
get partially dried in the drier. Why
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didn’t I bring this fan home during
winter break? I falsely assumed that
I would need it in the spring months
to cool down our room, but Mother
Nature has graciously decided to
take care of that for me instead.
Or how about the brilliant appleshaped post-it dispenser I thought
would serve as decoration as well
as being functional? Well, it didn’t
take long to realize that lugging a
large plastic post- it dispenser to the
library is counter-productive. So, I
decided to remove the post-its from
the dispenser, and that “got to have
it” piece of plastic has been collecting
dust ever since.
In contrast, there are some items
that students will find they have
used so much that they are too

tattered to make the trip home. For
me, that over-used item would be my
disgusting pair of shower flip-flops.
I will have no regrets after throwing
those in the trash can. Another item
that has proved to be useful is my
laundry basket. However, I am
looking forward to retiring it for the
summer when I return home and my
mom takes over laundry duty.
So, as you are packing up your
room in these upcoming days,
remember to keep the good, but get
rid of your useless items. That way,
you will have more room for the
spontaneous dorm room purchases
you are sure to make throughout this
upcoming summer. Happy packing!

Class of 2015: Another Class to Survive the Odyssey
DWC Helps Make Up Our PC Identity
by Kelly Sullivan ’15
Opinion Editor
CAMPUS
There are three words we all work
toward during our first two years at
PC: DONE WITH CIV. As of today, the
Class of 2015 has reached this point.
I’m sure I speak for everyone when
I say that I eagerly look forward to
wearing my T-shirt. I foresee it to be
the best $8 investment that I will ever
make. Putting it on will be a sigh of
relief because I survived. If you made
your way (or faked your
way) through Homer,
Dante, Freud, Kierkegaard,
Bronte, etc., you should
feel accomplished, as it
certainly was no easy feat.
The
program
is
certainly frustrating at
times. I can’t count the
number of times I thought
my professors were crazy
for expecting me to do all
of their assigned reading
on top of my other work
or how many times I got
angry when comparing
my teams to others.
My only wish for
Civ would be more
consistency

between teams. Some teams completely
revolve around paper writing, while
others have reading quizzes every day,
and still others only have exams. Even
grading between the professors of each
team varies greatly. If Civ is a required
course for all, each team should have
the same expectations of all students.
I think the new style of the
program is going to be even
more beneficial to students. The
colloquium is going to help make the
course more applicable to different
majors, and will help the course to

DONE WITH
CIV!

be more appreciated by all.
My other concern for Civ is that
the professors of DWC are not given
enough credit. It requires a lot of
skill and a high level of intelligence
to do their job. They must not only
teach their own subject matter, but
must also have a strong grip on the
topics from the other subjects in
order to connect all of the material
together.
Professors
facilitate
discussion in seminar too. We
thought participating in seminar
on the difficult material was hard;
imagine being the person explaining
and asking questions about it.
As someone who has made her
way through, I feel that overall I
truly appreciate the DWC program.
It brings philosophy, history,
English, and theology together in a
way that no other class could. It also
explains different ways of thinking
and ideas that have formed how we
think today, which is beneficial for
anyone to know, regardless of their
major.
The program links all PC students
together. Alumni have made it
through, students are now working
through it, and future students will
too. Civ is an important link at PC
and it helps form our PC identity.
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Finals Are Upon Us

editorial
As always, the end of the semester
simultaneously brings relief and
anxiety. Summer is right around the
corner, but those troublesome finals
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stand in our way. And as always, we
will combat these finals with less sleep
and more coffee.
In our over-caffeinated states,
we will also reflect on the past year.
Whether freshman, sophomore, junior,
or senior, all of us have grown in some
way in the past year.
Freshman—You have officially
survived your first year of college
(hopefully).
Sophomores—You
are
finally
done with Civ! Cheer, scream, and
celebrate before you realize why all
the upperclassman long for the days in
Moore Hall.
Juniors—Welcome back all those
returning from study abroad and
commiserate with those of us who
have been bored and friendless this
past semester.
Seniors—Cry. Just kidding…go
forth and conquer.
Regardless of our class, we all made
it. Another semester, and another year
has passed. For most of us, another

The Cowl 9

year lies ahead—a year to make more
memories, mistakes, and magic. For all
the seniors, we will miss you greatly,
but move forward with the knowledge
that you will all do great things in the
coming years.
To our seniors—Bridget Stack,
Julia Claudy, Daniel McNamara,
Christine Rousselle, Micaela Cameron,
Cassandra Santoro, Lauren Trotta,
Sabrina Abballe, Monica White,
Michael Rose, Andrew Gellert, Naomi
Eide, Ben Remillard, Sarah Dombroski,
Lynnzie Marinaccio, Becca Larivee,
Tommy Cody, Emily Corr, Beatriz
Forster, Kathleen Miller, Becca Brophy,
Meryl Ertelt, and Julia Christ—thank
you for your years of hard work and
the countless hours you have devoted
to The Cowl.
Thank you especially to Arman
Oganisian and Dara Plath for entrusting
us with the sacred Tamagotchi. We
promise to take care of it.

The Unsung Heroes of PC Make Us a Family
by Tommy Cody ’13
Senior Staff Writer
SOCIETY
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consistency goes a long way.
Some of the first faces that I grew
to recognize on campus were not my
orientation leaders or my roommates,
but rather the greeters and staff at Ray
and Alumni. Janina, Dot, Ann, Fran,
Fausto, Barbara, Linda, the list goes
on. I think I have seen the Sodexo staff
more some weeks than I have my own
roommates, and they are always ready
with a genuine “Hello, how are you,”
and encouraging words. Even in the
face of Hurricane Sandy, some Ray
workers still came in and helped pass
out meals before the storm. Without
their hard work and dedication we
would simply starve and campus
would not feel nearly as much like
home.
Yes, they keep campus safe, and
give us all parking tickets when we
park in the faculty lot, but PC security
does so much more. Once again, in true
Providence spirit, the men and women
of PC security are part of the family
and play an integral part in creating
the PC family. From Wally’s alwaysexuberant greeting, which I will sorely
miss, to being picked up and driven to
lower campus by security as they blast
funk music, PC security is invaluable
to campus life and culture.

And last but certainly not least,
the staff of physical plant. Even with
all of the planning in the world, not a
single event would happen without
the dedication of the physical plant
workers. Remember Nemo? We all
enjoyed taking a few days off of classes,
but while we were warm in our rooms,
physical plant was working around the
clock to keep campus from completely
shutting down, working through the
night to make campus navigable the
next day. From setting up bunk beds,
to fixing broken doors; to getting rid of
insect problems, they are jacks-of-alltrades. One staff member, Mike, even
sings the national anthem at sporting
events.
Without this cast of characters I
know for a fact that PC would not be
the same. I count them just as much a
part of the PC family as the rest of the
faculty and staff. Thank you all. The
individuals I named are only a small
sample. For all of your hard work and
dedication, your praises have gone
unsung for too long. Thank you for
making Providence College so much
more than just a community. Thank
you for making it a family.
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Faith Matters: Make Our College a Tangents
Place to Call Home
by Fr. James Cuddy, O.P.
Campus Chaplain
campus
When I was a Providence College
freshman in the fall of 1994, Fr. Phillip A.
Smith, O.P., was beginning his term as the
College’s president. There was an opening
Mass during orientation to welcome our
newest students. Fr. Smith celebrated the
Mass and went out to the barbecue on the
lawn of the chapel right afterwards. As
you might imagine, we were all clustered
together awkwardly with other kids who
were as terrified as we were, but we were
all trying to act cool and calm. Seeing the
students sitting in a circle with their food,
Fr. Smith approached one of the groups to
introduce himself.
Now for all of his many talents, Fr.
Smith was never very good with small
talk and made the mistake of asking, “So
is anybody homesick?” And with that,
one of the girls filled up with tears. And
the more she tried to fight them off, the
stronger they came, until she burst out
into a giant sob. Then a second girl did the
same. And then a third. Soon, everybody
in the circle was either crying or offering
hugs of consolation to one another. With
eyes bugged out and instantly regretting
his opening question, Fr. Smith muttered,
“Next table, I’ll just ask how classes are
going.”
I remember that like it was yesterday. I
remember walking down Eaton Street to
7-Eleven on one of those first nights like
I was on a mission, just so I could make

people think that I was a big deal who knew
what he was doing. (Yes, it was there back
in the day. In fact, I’m pretty sure they’re
the same Big Bite Hotdogs spinning on
the grill after all these years.) I remember
looking around and wondering if I had
made the wrong decision in coming to PC.
It just didn’t feel right in those early days.
There are some people who take a
short period of time to get their bearings
at PC and who are at peace right out
of the gates; others take a lot longer to
grow comfortable. I recognize with great
sadness that there are some students who
have been here a long time who still feel
like outsiders on the grounds of their own
campus. It keeps me up at night.
How do we make our college a place
where everyone feels like they’re at home?
It’s a question too complex for such a short
space as this. But here’s a start: make a
point to meet one new person before you
go home for break, particularly one who’s
different than you. Find out what they’re
all about. It’s a small step, but small steps
are the only way to begin a long journey.

Over the past three weeks, the
most common question that I have
been asked is, “Oh my God, you’re
graduating. Are you ready?” My
initial reaction is always, well, no.
Of course I’m not ready to up and
leave the most beautiful campus in
the country, home to the friendliest
people I have encountered, to be
thrust into the “real world” of
responsibility, adulthood, and taxes.
My four years here at Providence
have been my happiest—I have found
my best friends, reencountered my
faith, and discerned my vocation—
so how in the world could it ever get
better than this?
But then I reflect on these times
and I realize why I am so happy, in
the happiest place I have ever been.
Providence College is more than
an education. It is an experience:
one of learning, loving, friendship,
heartache, pain, and hope. It is a
place that encourages risk-taking
in all aspects of life, because the
greatest joys are always hidden in
the most unexpected places. It is a
place that teaches the importance
of friendships and relationships
over apparent successes.
It is a place that teaches to “make
not a living, but a life.”
In his first homily of the year, Fr.
Cuddy, O.P., recited a quote from
the end of Field of Dreams, in which
Ray’s deceased father visits him
as a ghost. His father John asks,

Reading Is an Experience
If I was banished to the most remote region in Antarctica and could only bring one item
with me, that item would be my cherished Kindle. As a life-long, avid reader, I was skeptical
about relinquishing that “new book smell” and the delicate feel of pages underneath my
fingertips for the convenience of an e-reader, but I took the plunge and have no regrets.
In one small package, a plethora of books are at my disposal to be devoured and enjoyed.
Never again do I have to wait to get my lazy self to the bookstore until I can start a new book.
Reading is more than just an action, it is an experience. No matter if you choose paper books
or e-books, pick up some literature and read!
—Nicole Corbin ’15

Tsunami of Work Could End Lives
It is that time of the year again. It is the time when human beings see if they
can strap the Jaws of Life on to their eyelids and neglect sleep. It’s the time when
a semester’s worth of procrastination turns into a week’s worth of making up for
lost time. A shock to the system, a punch to the gut, one which we continually
question if we can even survive. I don’t think I will this year. Yes, the tsunami of
work, I think, is literally going to end my young life. Either that or I’m completely
exaggerating and I should not tweet or make a status about how awful I have it.
After all, somewhere someone is starving while I’m eyeballs deep in pretzels and
peanut butter.
—Matt Santos ’14

The Senate chamber in the Rhode Island State House is perhaps one of the only
rooms in the country where 12 Democrats, many of whom are prominent party
leaders, voted against marriage equality, while all five Senate Republicans voted
in favor of the legislation. Even more interesting was the willingness of many
Democrats to actually vote for the bill while party leaders in the Senate remained
opposed to it. I hope, albeit with a considerable amount of doubt, that this shake
up in the Senate will lead to more independence among Democratic lawmakers
in the legislator. The policies of the mainstream Democratic machine in Rhode
Island have contributed paramount to the furthering decay of this once greater
state.
—Nathan McGuire ’16

Swan Song

GRADUATION

Tirades

Shake Up in the RI State House

CORR Values
by Emily Corr ’13
Opinion Staff

May 2, 2013

“Is this heaven?” to which Ray
replies, “No, this is Iowa.” John
replies, “Iowa? I could have sworn
this was heaven.” And as he starts
to walk away, Ray exclaims, “Is
there a heaven?” John replies, “Oh
yeah. It’s a place where dreams
come true.” And Ray, after some
thoughtful musing, gently replies,
“Maybe this is heaven.”
Maybe Providence is heaven.
It is the place where my greatest
longings have been fulfilled, and
my dreams have come true. It is
the place that has transformed me
so that I may transform society and
has showed me who I was meant to
become.
So, yes. I am ready to leave.
Yes, it will be painful and hard.
Yes, it may break my heart. But I
am ready, because Providence has
made me ready. Because of the PC
experience, I am prepared to be a
contributing member to society.
I have been taught the most
important lessons in teamwork, in
faith, in resilience, and in humility.
I am ready to contribute, to lead, to
love, and to keep learning, forever.
God blesses us so that we may
be a blessing to others. Providence
has blessed me beyond my wildest
expectations. And if that has
taught me anything, it is that God
wants more for us than we can even
imagine. Therefore, our mission
as blessed PC alumni is to preach
this very message— never shortsell yourself, never stop dreaming,
and never give up on finding that
heaven on earth. Because it is
waiting for you, in the places you
least expect to find it.

PC Is a Rare Blessing
by Beatriz Forster ’13
Opinion Staff
GRADUATION
If you were expecting my last article
to be full of controversial comments
and provocative statements, I’m afraid
you might be disappointed. Anyway,
when this was the case, I wrote for
the sake of promoting my own beliefs
rather than to stimulate incendiary
discussions. I continue to be impressed
by the meaningful dialogues which
articles published in The Cowl may
have with the student body at large,
especially when students feel so
passionately about an issue so as to
write a guest opinion. I would like
to say that I am very grateful for the
privilege of writing for the school
paper at all.
I thought long and hard about how
I would make my last published mark
on PC—what final trail of ink I would
leave behind. I knew this article would
gravitate towards topics relating to
the end of the year, and especially
about graduation and the so-called
“scattering” that will soon ensue.
When we are confronted with such a
momentous change of our status quos
as a student, which is accomplished by
graduation, it’s no wonder that it’s so
hard to succinctly describe this unique
milestone. I know that some seniors
are eager to leave PC, while it is only
with great despondency that others
walk on campus as undergraduates
one last time. I’ll tell you how I can
best describe what’s currently going
through my mind: thanksgiving.
I have to quote my favorite journalist
here, when he explains the profound
sense of gratitude that permeated his

life even before he discovered that it
was God to whom he owed thanks.
“The test of all happiness is gratitude,”
said the great British journalist, Gilbert
Keith Chesterton, so “children are
grateful when Santa Claus puts in their
stockings gifts of toys or sweets. Could
I not be grateful to Santa Claus when
he put in my stockings the gift of two
miraculous legs?” Maybe Chesterton
sounds a bit outlandish here, but I
believe he’s right.
Contrary to what it may say in
textbooks and international charters,
education is not a right but rather, it is
a gift of enormous magnitude. Neither
you nor I have the “right” to attend
PC or any college for that matter. It
is an especially rare blessing to come
upon an institution that concerns itself
not simply with a fraction approach
to education that addresses only our
intellectual aptitude or perhaps our
physical potential. Instead, as truly
promoting a liberal arts curriculum,
ours is a college that tends to the
dignity of the whole person: body and
soul.
Chesterton says in another context
that gratitude is felicity tinged with
wonder. Indeed, my own predominant
emotion in these final weeks of the
semester is awe. How great a privilege
it is to study at PC, where we have
no shame to hang a representation of
the crucified Christ in our classrooms
nor do we scramble to conceal the
importance of thanking God for all He
continues to do in our lives. If we didn’t
realize just how unworthy we are of
it all and to what degree we should
candidly express our thanks, it seems
to me that this whole educational
enterprise which we conclude at
Commencement would truly be in
vain.
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Is It Wor th the Cost?

by Genevieve Ilg ’14
Opinion Editor Emeritus
SOCIETY
In a fit of retrospection, I realized
that Providence College may not be
worth its ticket price. Granted, there are
invaluable experiences that students
gain while at PC, such as fostering
personal relationships with friends,
professors, and significant others.
Students learn to think independently
and creatively, while being exposed
to a plethora of academic disciplines
and theories. The faculty at PC is
grossly under-recognized and underappreciated for their accomplishments
and credentials. But, what I find myself
asking more frequently than ever
before is, “What is it all for?”
An incoming freshman, not
receiving any financial aid, is expected
to pay a total of $55,865 for the 20132014 academic year. This price will
fluctuate depending on the student’s
selection of living arrangements and
meal plans. So let’s approximate that,
without any financial assistance, a
student is charged $56,000 for one full
academic year at PC. This price does
not include the miscellaneous costs
accumulated throughout the year, such
as transportation to get to and from
home for the holidays when the school
closes, additional costs incurred while
traveling abroad as a part of the PC
academic experience, textbooks, school
supplies, dorm room furnishings, and
I’m sure others.
Therefore, a very rough low-end
approximation for what a student is
expected to pay for a four-year degree

at PC, without financial assistance, is
$224,000. I understand that not every
student is paying the full ticket price
for his or her education. But, even if we
accept this fact, there is little consolation
in knowing it. One word: loans.
In less than a month, I will watch
those closest to me receive their
diplomas, while preparing to do the
same in a year’s time. One individual
I know received full funding for
graduate school, a few others have
jobs, and the rest have no direction.
It is unfair to say that my time
at PC was wasted, and I genuinely
believe that in my experience, I have
optimized every opportunity available
to me—and PC has offered me many.
But PC’s culture is one filled with
false presuppositions—the notions
that a private education is potentially
more valuable than a public one, that
graduating from high school and going
straight into a four-year program is
more viable than entering into a twoyear program, and that the Catholic
framework is one better designed to
guide the moral lives of young adults
than a non-Catholic or even a secular
institution.
My aim is not to try to answer
these questions. A simple Google
search will show you that
economists,
statisticians,
political
scientists,
sociologists, and the like
have failed to answer
these questions, and
anyone
interested
in learning more
has plenty to
read.

Dominican Offers Clarification
Response to Student Questions Vow of Poverty
by Fr. Thomas Petri, O.P.
Guest Opinion
RESPONSE
In her opinion essay last week
(“Student Questions Vow of Poverty”),
Ms. Lynnzie Marinaccio ’13 directed
our attention to the vow of poverty in
the life of the Dominicans on campus.
Admitting the challenge her essay
presents, I offer this clarification.
In the Christian tradition, the
religious vow of poverty has never
meant destitution. Rather, religious
communities follow the example of
the apostles and the early Christians
as recorded in the New Testament. The
Acts of the Apostles tells us that the
early Christians sold everything they
owned, held everything in common,
and distributed goods as needed (see
Acts 2:43-47; 4:32-37).
This renunciation of personal
ownership coupled with a trust in
the leadership of the community
of believers to provide from the
common store of goods liberated the
early Christians from the hassle and
distraction that often accompany
property, possessions, and personal
pursuits. Thus, they were free to spend
their time holding fast to the teachings
of Jesus, to maintaining Christian
fellowship, to prayer, to serving the
poor and to spreading the Gospel.
Various Catholic religious orders
throughout history have lived and
emphasized one or the other of
the aspects of that early Christian
community, and this has determined
their particular way of living the

vow of poverty. Benedictines focus
almost exclusively on common prayer.
Franciscans cherish the witness of
poverty itself. But the order founded
by St. Dominic has one mission
around which everything else revolves
(including poverty), and that is to
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We
do that in a number of ways such as
preaching at Mass, teaching in class, or
ministering in other countries.
St. Dominic allowed his brothers
to use books and whatever other
materials were needed that served this
mission. This is an important point:
the individual friar owns absolutely
nothing—not a car, not a computer,
not the clothes on his back. The friar
forfeits his right to ownership the
moment he professes his vows, and
so he never earns a salary that he can
call his own. Absolutely everything
belongs to the community and is
distributed as needed for the preaching
of the Gospel. A friar can preach with
an iPhone on Facebook and Twitter
(@petriop, @jamescuddy, @Fr_Bro).
I suspect Marinaccio is pointing
more to a perceived extravagance on
the part of the Dominican Community
here at Providence College. It would be
inappropriate for me to either affirm or
deny her observation. It is nevertheless
a challenge every priest, every vowed
religious person, indeed, every
disciple of the Lord must take up: are
we living according to the Gospel of
the Jesus Christ? Dominicans take this
question very seriously since we know
we cannot spread the Gospel if we’re
not living it.

However, students are now being
asked to question the worth, as in
the value, of their education at a
particular institution, where worth
encapsulates factors such as degrees
offered, potential career options,
location, access to faculty, flexibility
and accommodation in scheduling,
social environment, extracurricular
involvement, and others.
Amy Laitinen, deputy director for
Higher Education at the New America
Foundation, told The Cowl that when
students accept an offer from college,
“They know what the football team
is, they know what the dorms are like,
but they don’t necessarily know what
the likelihood is that they’re going
to graduate, that they’re going to
graduate on time, that they’re going to
graduate with a lot of debt, and what
their earnings are going to be on the
other side.”
How do we make prospective
and current students more
aware of the real cost of
college, and more
specifically, their
degree

at PC? I have no idea. But I think the
first step requires PC to be more honest
about what students are getting for
their money.
To say we are receiving
a four-year liberal arts
degree from a private
Catholic institution,
with a less-thancompetitive
acceptance rate,
is
becoming
w i l d l y
insufficient.

We Run for Boston
by Sharon Longo ’14
Guest Opinion
BOSTON
The Boston Marathon is the
culmination of hundreds of hours
of pain and sweat, representing the
determination and passion that both
amateur and elite runners embody
in their quest to compete in one of
the most prestigious and renowned
races in the running community.
The Boston Marathon is not just a
race, it is a gathering of a family of
athletes who have come together to
celebrate what many people do not
understand—the love of running.
On April 15, we witnessed the
destruction of the simplicity and
innocence of this beloved day.
On April 15, I watched as runners
who had just completed the 26.2
mile feat kept running in order to
save their lives or donate blood to
those who needed it. I watched as
first responders, volunteers, and
spectators ran towards the bombs,

rather than away. I watched in fear
,and I watched with hope.
As I discussed the event with
family and friends, only those
who call themselves runners truly
understood how I felt, and still feel.
I reflect on the conversations I had
with these people, remembering
how our emotions shifted from
disbelief to sadness to anger. This
attack attempted to destroy the
freedom and hope that is the essence
of running. This attack failed.
On Sunday, May 12, 32 members
of Providence College’s Running
Club will lace up their shoes and
fight back against this terror in the
way we know best, by running in the
COX Providence Half-Marathon in
honor of those affected by the Boston
Marathon tragedy. We ask fellow
Providence College students to join
us at the race and support us as we
proudly run with the Providence
College shields on our backs and a
simple quote that says, “We run for
Boston.”

THE OPINION STAFF WISHES
YOU LUCK ON FINALS!
SUMMER IS COMING!
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Wills and Kate: Two Years and Counting
by Kelly Laske ’16
A&E Staff
CULTURE
It is mind-blowing to think that it
has already been two years since the
big Royal Wedding of Prince William
and commoner Kate Middleton. Two
years ago, on April 28, 2011, the
world’s most famous couple was
married in a wedding that brought in
over 2 billion viewers, also known as
one-third of the world. Viewers of
the wedding could not stop talking
about the ceremony for weeks, and
photos of Kate’s gown and venue
circulated on the Internet and in
magazines for quite some time.
Even before Kate became Princess
Catherine of Cambridge, fans of the
royal couple were obsessed with
media coverage of the couple and
wanted to know every thing about
them.
Since then, the obsession
for the royal couple has not calmed
down, but intensified.
William and Kate met in 2001 when
they attended the University of St.
Andrews for college. William noticed
Kate when she was in a school fashion
show. They dated on and off for over
eight years, and many referred to her
as “Waity Katie” because William
had not popped the question yet.

They announced their engagement
in late 2010, and were married
in April of the next year. After
having one of the most extravagant
weddings of all time, they could not
go on their honeymoon right away
because William had to further his
helicopter training at the Falkland
Islands.
Over the course of 2011 through
2012, Prince William and Kate
traveled the world, going to various
charity causes and events. No
matter where you go, you can see
William or Kate’s image splashed
on the cover of magazines. Kate
immediately stole the spotlight and
became an international fashion
icon from the moment she walked
down the aisle with Will. Kate is
known for sporting affordable
clothing such as J. Crew, and if her
dress is extremely expensive, she
will re-wear it to another event.
Anytime Kate wears a dress to an
event, it will immediately sell out
by the next day. Kate’s fashion was
especially exceptional when she
toured the world after her wedding.
Kate’s polite, classy style has made
her even more beautiful to the
eyes of many. What has made Kate
even more loved in the eyes of her
people is that she attends events
alone, always with a smile on her
face, whether it is planting new

Photo courtesy of fanpop. com

trees or having private meetings
with children who have cancer.
2013 may steal the spotlight from
their wedding year of 2011 because
of Kate’s big news: she and William
are expecting a child in July. The
media and people of the world have
been awaiting this moment since
they got married. Now people are
waiting for the sex of the baby to
be revealed. Just this past Friday, to

celebrate their marriage of two years,
the royal couple went out to dinner
in London after they toured the new
Batman and Harry Potter exhibits at
Warner Brothers Studios. No matter
what they do, Prince William and
the Duchess of Cambridge will be

worshipped by their international
following, especially now with a
royal baby on the way.

@pCpHaTkiDz: Bucket List III
by Sarah Dombroski ’13
A&E Editor
FOOD

The Last Phat Foray Into Food

Tazza

Warning: this may be a Parent’s Weekend sort of deal.
However, if you are over the legal age to consume alcohol and
have a beneficiary, Tazza is a great choice for an off-the-beatenpath brunch.With an extensive menu exclusively for Bloody
Mary’s, Tazza provides a spicy start to anyone’s morning. Bacon
Mary: Bloody Mary infused with bacon vodka, with a skewer of
meats, cheeses, pepperonici, and olives, alongside two pieces of
bacon and a large celery stalk. Definitely not bad. The huevos
rancheros is one of Tazza’s most popular dishes with their
customers, and rightfully so. This monstrosity of a burrito and
traditional breakfast’s love child will not disappoint. Eggs any
way you’d like them with a bevy of Mexican delicacies: beans,
carnitas, mole, pico de gallo, avocados, all served on two little
tortillas. The best part about this dish is that you can eat it
according to your prefered feasting style. Whether you choose
to make little tacos, eat individually, or mush it all together,
Huevos Rancheros de Tazza es muy delicioso.

Meeting Street Cafe

Honestly, Meeting Street Cafe is in a tough spot. Hidden among
the flashier storefronts on Thayer, Meeting Street is in fact on
Meeting Street but tucked behind the restaurants lining Thayer. I
had only been there once before, and got a delicious egg sandwich,
but upon recommendation that they have an unreal cheeseburger, I
decided to go again for a different sort of flava. The cheeseburger
with everything on it at Meeting Street Cafe is like a BBQ burger your
dad makes on steriods. It is huge and has that homemade feel versus
a prepared restaurant burger feel, which is neither good nor bad for
either type. The size is really the most impressive part, but one can
tell that Meeting Street really puts some TLC into their burgers. A
reuben is another great choice on the menu. Slathered in Thousand
Island dressing and sauerkraut, this reuben does not disappoint. **
PHAT TIP: I would suggest getting two different items on the menu
and splitting them. The portions are so large that you do not feel like
you are missing out on a full serving, and you are able to try other
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SUMMER MOVIE PREVIEW: Iron Man 3
by Alanna Smith ’14
A&E Staff
MOVIES
Ever since Marvel’s The Avengers
was released last summer, the world
has been waiting with bated breath
for the next chapter in the Marvel
Cinematic Universe. The first two Iron
Man films were hugely successful,
grossing over $500 million each, and
The Avengers raked in three times
that amount by itself. Will Iron Man
3 rival the box office success of its
predecessors? Well, there is already
good evidence that it will.
The new movie picks up a
little while after the events of The
Avengers. Robert Downey, Jr. returns
as the title hero, and Gwyneth
Paltrow and Don Cheadle reprise
their roles from the previous two
films. They are joined by several new
cast-mates, including Guy Pearce
and William Sadler. The renowned
Ben Kingsley plays the menacing
terrorist called “The Mandarin”
who tears apart Tony Stark’s world,
leaving the hero to face dangers
and vulnerabilities that he has not
previously experienced.
The film was released last weekend
in
several
foreign
territories,
including Argentina, the Philippines,
and Australia, eventhough the
United States release date is set for
this Friday, May 3. It grossed over
$195 million abroad, which beats
the overseas opening weekend for
The Avengers last year. Seeing as
the movie was filmed for around
$200 million, Marvel has almost
recuperated the entire budget before
the film has even reached American
screens. The film will be released

in 3D and IMAX. Lucky filmgoers
can experience Iron Man 3 in 4DX
format, which features moving seats
and other special effects.
Iron Man 3 is just the first of a
whole new wave of Marvel films
scheduled to be released in the
next two years. The teaser trailer
for Thor: The Dark World recently
appeared on the internet. The movie,
starring Chris Hemsworth, Tom
Hiddleston, Natalie Portman, and
Anthony Hopkins, will be released
in November of this year.

The next film in the line-up is
Captain America: The Winter Soldier,
set to be released in April of next
year. Chris Evans will reprise the role
of the most patriotic of superheroes,
alongside Scarlett Johansson in the
role of Black Widow. In May 2015,
the world can expect The Avengers 2,
which will once again be written by
king-of-the-nerds, Joss Whedon. The
Marvel Cinematic Universe, which
is the official title of this particular
franchise, has already grossed over
$1.7 billion in the United States and

just over $4 billion when figuring
in the international box office
performances. The films have all
been critical successes as well, with
the lowest critic rating on Rotten
Tomatoes being 67 percent approval
for The Incredible Hulk, and 93
percent approval for both Iron Man
and The Avengers.
Iron Man 3 already has an
incredibly modest 89 percent
approval rating, which is sure to
fluctuate after the film’s U.S release.
Photo courtesy of collider.com

JUST SIX CHANCES LEFT TO HAVE A GREAT
PC LIVING EXPERIENCE IN 2014-2015

LIMERICK
29 Huxley Avenue

EDENDERRY
98-100 Eaton Street

GALWAY
133 Pinehurst Avenue

TOLLAMORE
138-140 Radcliffe Avenue

KILLARNEY
93 Pinehurst Avenue

CASTLEBAR
127-129 Pinehurst Avenue

TIPPERARY
141-143 Pembroke Avenue

CLAREMORRIS
94-96 EATON STREET

It’s your choice. You can have an ordinary off campus living experience or a great experience in
one of the elegant “houses with the Irish names” on Eaton, across from the Smith Art Center.

Stan Kizlinski



Cell/Text 401-316-8457



Email skizlinski@verizon.net

ErinStudentLiving.com
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SAADIA AHMAD ’14/ THE COWL

ABOVE:
On Wednesday, May 1, the Coalition Against Racism organized a Hoodie Day Rally for Social Justice, bringing together over 160 members
of the community to share their experiences of discrimination and call attention to the issue of racism on campus.

SAADIA AHMAD ’14/ THE COWL

ABOVE:
On the night of Tuesday, April
30, the PC Funk Ensemble
performed jazz music and
collected donations for the
One Fund Boston organization.

SAADIA AHMAD ’14/ THE COWL

ABOVE RIGHT:
Dr. Cedric de Leon was presented with the first Trayvon
Martin Award for Social Justice. The award recognizes
individuals who have demonstrated a commitment to
building a community across race and other forms of
difference and have worked on the issue of ending racism.

RIGHT:
The Department of Art and Art
History held a Spring Pottery
Sale on Wednesday, May 1.
FAR RIGHT:
On Tuesday, April 30, Simply
Healthy offered students
a study break with their
Relaxation Café. Students
unwound with massages
and manicures while eating
healthy snacks.

SAADIA AHMAD ’14/ THE COWL

MORGAN PEKERA ’15/ THE COWL

Compiled by Saadia Ahmad ’14, Photo Editor, and Morgan Pekera ’15, Assistant Photo Editor
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What are your summer plans?

“I have an internship at RBS Citizen.”
Meredith Craine ’15

“Visiting each other in New York City and
Boston!”
Allison Hart ’15, Casey Sullivan ’15

“Internship and working at a hospital. I’m
working at Suffolk University.”
Brianna Coley ‘15, Brian Johnson ’15

“An internship at the Pakistani embassy.”
Ali Malik ’15

“Working at a beach and taking online
courses. I’m also going to Disney!”
Kelynn Offley ’15

“Visiting colleges for my little brother and
working both my jobs.”
Aida Cruz ’15, Cynthia Delmas ’15

“Build a
rollercoaster!”
-Phineas and Ferb
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ADVERTISEMENT

PC Summer
Storage Specials

YOUR SOURCE FOR GRADUATE
HEATLHCARE EDUCATION
“Regis College is outstanding and
is focused on my career goals.
The courses in the Master of
Nursing program are providing
me with a solid foundation to
build on and giving me the strong
knowledge-based confidence for
success in my nursing career.”
Lora Kaslow
Master of Nursing Student
Staff Nurse, Lowell General Hospital

EXCLUSIVE! Special Summer Storage Packages for PC Students
Storage for the entire summer

• 5x5

$200
Special

- 1 Person

• 5x10

$250
Special

- 1-2 People

DEGREES AND CERTIFICATES IN:
n

• Longer Term Discounts
also Available

n

• Packing Supplies - Boxes,
Tape & Locks Available

n

• Truck, Van, Trailer Rentals

n

n

n

n

• 10x10 $400
Special

Nursing—AS, BS, MS, DNP
Applied Behavior Analysis
Medical Imaging —Nuclear Medicine
Regulatory & Clinical Research Management
Biomedical Sciences
Health Administration
Gerontology

n
n
n

n
n

Health Informatics
Public Health
Integrative Health
MAT—Elementary Education, Reading,
Moderate Special Needs
Heritage Studies
Communication

Information Session

- Up to 4 people

May 4, 9:30 a.m.

Call U-STOR-IT

Ask about our new student discount & GRE Waiver

www.regiscollege.edu/gradschool

273-7867

Office of Graduate & Professional Programs

711 Branch Ave, Providence, RI
(Just off Rt 146 at Branch Ave Exit)
www.ustoritselfstorage.com

LAST

n

781-768-7330 n graduatedepartment@regiscollege.edu
235 Wellesley Street n Weston, MA 02493

Bring Your Purpose. Find Your Path.

CHANCE TO ENJOY THE

C OMMUNIT Y

ERIN STUDENT LIVING

FOR ACADEMIC Y EAR

2014-2015

LIMERICK
29 Huxley Avenue

EDENDERRY
98-100 Eaton Street

GALWAY
133 Pinehurst Avenue

TOLLAMORE
138-140 Radcliffe Avenue

KILLARNEY
93 Pinehurst Avenue

CASTLEBAR
127-129 Pinehurst Avenue

TIPPERARY
141-143 Pembroke Avenue

CLAREMORRIS
94-96 EATON STREET

Call today to experience the best of off campus living in the Houses With The Irish Names.

Stan Kizlinski



Cell/Text 401-316-8457



Email skizlinski@verizon.net

ErinStudentLiving.com
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2 Large Cheese for 12.99+tax
2 MD 1 topping pizza for 10.99+tax
MD cheese pizza 4.99+tax
free smoothie with any order $20 or more

401-454-4800
401-454-4801
1005 Smith Street
Providence, RI 02908
Thursday: 11am-2am
Friday & Saturday: 11am-4am
Sunday-Wednesday: 11am-11pm

ORDER ONLINE at NYPizzaRI.com
WE DELIVER!

30% OFF ALL ITEMS

LAST CHANCE TO ENJOY THE ERIN STUDENT LIVING
COMMUNITY FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2014-2015
EDENDERRY

TOLLAMORE

CASTLEBAR

LIMERICK

GALWAY

TIPPERARY

98-100 Eaton Street

138-140 Radcliffe Avenue

127-129 Pinehurst Avenue

133 Pinehurst Avenue

141-143 Pembroke Avenue

KILLARNEY

Only
6 apartments left.
Call now to experience the
best of off campus housing
in the Houses with the
Irish Names.

CLAREMORRIS

93 Pinehurst Avenue

Stan Kizlinski

29 Huxley Avenue

94-96 EATON STREET



Cell/Text 401-316-8457



Email skizlinski@verizon.net

ErinStudentLiving.com
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End of the World
by Doug Kingsley ’16
Portfolio Staff
fiction
“It was man’s first disobedience
which led to their banishment from
Eden…” These were the last words
that registered with me as I began to
lose focus of the Western Civ class and
our discussion of John Milton’s Paradise
Lost. The hands of the clock marked
the halfway point of the seminar, and I
was itching to be anywhere but there.
My professor’s voice drained from my
consciousness as I stared dreamily out
the window at the brightening spring
day. Beams of brilliant sunlight filtered
through the dirtied window and cast
warmth across my face. I squinted
in the sun’s radiance and turned my
thoughts to other things. My mind
drifted into vivid daydreams.
It was the Year of Our Lord 2666,
and the irony was that nobody cared
about God anymore. Humans had
long since forgotten about religion;
it was something of the ancient past,
something that was inscribed in aged
tomes uncovered at archaeological
excavations. The few learned people
who remained blamed the Nuclear
War for that, but in reality it was
man’s own greed and thirst for power
that caused all thoughts of God to be
expunged from the human mind.
Now, at the dawn of a new era,
Earth was as much a thing of the past
as religion. It was left to smolder and
rot in the waning fires of the war, while
humans ravenously searched for easy
fortunes in the space mining business
on distant planets. God was dead;

the new “religion” was one of wealth
and power. Fortunately for the rest
of the universe, the humans would
inevitably cause their own demise
and cleanse the universe of their sinful
presence.
At 10:30TT (terrestrial time),
Trijicon Mineral Corp’s newest giant
high-density laser drill vibrated for a
moment like a frightened child, then
shut down as the day shift came to a
close. High-speed turbofans inside
the drill’s beam chamber immediately
came alive and began cooling the
tiny crystals that made up the target
lens. Little hovering mechanic droids
went to work repairing sections of the
solid nitrogen shell that encased the
monstrous mechanical marvel. For
three days now, the drill had ripped
a deep chasm in the surface of the
planetoid, an ancient, mineral rich
sphere just beyond the Earth.
The discovery of this gold mine
helped Trijicon form a vice-like
grip on all space-mining industries,
but that was not enough for the
corporation’s owners. They wanted
more wealth, more power, and more
fame; they ordered the planetoid to be
re-mined for minerals that lay hidden
in the planet’s core. It was a decision
that would forever change the fate of
mankind.
As the night shift began, the drill
hummed to life and began eating
away at the rock. Seconds later, the
ground was torn in two by a vicious
tremor that shook the entire planet.
An enormous chasm opened around
the mining facility, swallowing the
entire compound. Out of the abyss

rushed hellish demons of every shape
and size, small shadows that had no
distinct form, creatures with heads of
eagles but the bodies of horses, winged
demons, massive troll-like fiends, and
more.
Time passed in a blur as days turned
to months. The demons now infested
the world as the human race awaited
their imminent destruction, huddling
together in a small colony as demons
flew overhead bringing disease and
slow, painful death. The sun’s light
was suffocated by the mass of dark
creatures.
Just as all hope seemed lost, a ray
of blinding white light exploded from
the sky and shot through the demonic
cloud toward the earth below, halving
the demon horde like Moses through
the red sea. Through the fissure flew
thousands of angels, robed in white,
ready to do battle with the devils. For
six days the battle raged, demons and
angels alike plummeting from the
sky as both sides fought unceasingly.
On the seventh day, it appeared as
though the celestial beings had driven
the demons off, but as the sky began
to lighten, an evil presence emerged
from a solid black curtain of ghouls.
Through the smoke and haze, the Devil
himself flew, robed in a red cloak and
samurai-like armor; he floated towards
the angelic force. The angels were
powerless against him.
All hope seemed lost when
suddenly, an angel with long, flowing
hair and two flaming swords emerged
and charged toward Satan. It was
St. Michael, the warrior archangel.
Crossing his fiery blades in an X,

the angel deflected one of Satan’s
attacks and sent hundreds demons
plummeting to the earth. With the
angel almost on top of him, Satan drew
two identical black blades from within
his robes and lunged. The two met
with an explosive shower of sparks.
They thrust each other away.
Blades collided with deafening
crashes as the two battled in the
middle of the sky. Lightning shot forth
from Satan’s swords, and surrounded
the two combatants in a ring of flames.
Wings beating, and blades slashing, the
angel lashed out at Satan with all his
strength. Dodging the attack, the devil
was knocked off balance and careened
towards the ground. The angel quickly
dove after him, found him, and thrust
his blades into Satan’s chest.
With a bright flash of light and
ear splitting screech, Satan’s body
imploded, sucking all his minions
into him like a black hole sucks in
stars. Only the angels remained. The
chaos was brought to an end, evil was
destroyed, and the judgment day had
come. Like a potter molding a ceramic
pot, God remolded the universe, and
the cycle of life and death began again.
A new Eden had begun.
As the last images of this daydream
passed through my subconscious, the
seminar was over, marking the end of
yet another day.

Illustration by
Casey Lynch ’14
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Name that
Character!
Claims to Fame
A conquistador and troubadour, a true Spanish
gallant.

Chosen Craft
Saving princesses, killing monsters, and defending
the honor of the world.

Hot or Not?

May 2, 2013

Truth

by Elizabeth O'Neill ’16
Asst. Portfolio Editor
The truth is we’re not so different.
We all feel sadness and joy and despair and fear.
And no matter how hard we try to deny it,
We’re all broken in our little ways
That we think no one can understand,
When in reality,
All pain is the same at its core.
We are all a part of a common human existence,
So much greater than ourselves.
We all find ways to become something we’re not,
And we all find ways of using our differences
To separate us from each other.
But the truth is we’re all the same in the things that matter...
We’re all so much more the same than we are different.

He’s a bit old for some, but as they say: with age
comes experience.

Personality
A valiant warrior, completely undeterred by even
the boldest of challenges.

Conflicts
He’s a romantic at heart, but the world just doesn't
seem to have that same valiant spark that it used to
have.

Check Page 20 for the
Answer!
Illustration by
Casey Lynch ’14

Last Week's Answer:
Alice
“How do you know I’m mad?” said Alice.
“You must be,” said the Cat, “or you wouldn’t
have come here.”
Alice in Wonderland, Lewis Carroll

This Blue Sky
by Emily Goodnow ’14
Portfolio Staff

There you dwell in a distant place.
You and I live in separate space.
But there is one illuminating trace:
This blue sky will be our grace.
Miles apart, kilometers away,
When I’m on land and you’re at bay,
You will hear the words I say:
This blue sky is ours today.
Lift your head and fix your gaze.
Don’t you mind the horizon’s haze.
Feel the sun’s smiling rays.
This blue sky gives us praise.
Tides shift, and emerges the moon,
Ceasing this blazing afternoon.
We will be together soon
This blue sky makes me swoon.

Name That Character Answer: Don Quixote
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The Spirit of Civ Scream
by Liam Sullivan ’15
Guest Portfolio

’Twas the night before Civ Scream when all through the campus
Not a student was stirring, not even a computer mouse.
And inside the dorms, students lay down to rest
To prepare themselves for that fateful test.
I trudged to my bed and switched off the light,
But I sensed that something was not right.
I peered out my window and looked at the quad,
And I saw a student standing there...displaying his naked bod!
He spread his arms wide and to the heavens he screamed,
“Oh Homer, Plato, Aquinas, and Stalin!
Oh Luther, Dante, Shakespeare, and Lenin!
And to all whom I have learned from in a Civ lesson!
I can remember the concepts you taught,
And I can explain the ideas that you thought!
Tomorrow you will see what I say is true,
My genius will turn your faces a jealous red hue!”
Then all of us Friars rushed to the quad to make the same scream,
How happy I was to see that it wasn’t a dream.

Illustration by
Francis Rowland ’15

Tiffany & Earl
Dear Beach Bum,
First things first. What is
your body mass index? If the
ratio of flab to fab is seriously
skewed, you need to hit that
gym before you expose your
nude form to the judgmental
and freakishly fit campus.
Remember: we do not go to school with
people. We go to school with Jane Fondaesque fitness gurus who could break a walnut
on their sculpted abs if so dared. Make peace
with this, drink the Kool Aid, and get working.
Might I also suggest waxing the nether
regions? Nobody likes an unmanicured lawn,
and this will signal to your fellow classmates
that you take personal hygiene very, very
seriously. After all, my mom always told me
that you can never go wrong judging a girl by
her...cover. I hear Lily Spa has a great deal on
Brazilians. You just need to knock twice, throw
salt over your shoulder, and ask for Little Pete.
A mustached woman will answer. This is not
Little Pete. Hand the woman a twenty dollar
bill and she will lead you to a mysterious, dark
room. Don't worry. This is totally kosher. Just
ask for the single man's special and you're
totally golden. Good luck!

Making PC an emotionally stable place one
letter at a time

This Week:
TITLE
Dear Tiffany and Earl,
My friends are all trying to convince me to go streaking at
Civ Scream. I'm your classic fly on the wall; I never make
myself known in social situations. I'd love to break out of
my shell, and even though this is crazy, I think it would be
a good way to let off some steam. However, I don't think I,
uh, have what it takes to do it. Should I go through with it
anyway?
Sincerely,
Wanna-be Beach Bod

Dear Bad Bod,
When it comes to showing
yourself off, there's one very
important rule that you need
to follow. It's not whether or
not you feel comfortable in
your own skin; it's whether
or not everyone else is going
to feel comfortable looking at that skin.
Think of your body as a well-oiled machine.
When everything is running smoothly and
the oil is glistening off the parts, people will
stop and take notice. They'll want to see the
gears churn; they'll cheer at every piece of
kinesthetic beauty. If the machine is rusty,
however, it's an eyesore. It's the piece of
equipment that gets thrown in the back of
the shed behind the old bird seed and halfdead plants. Ask yourself: are you better or
worse than a half-dead plant? If there is any
bit of uncertainty, I recommend that you
stay the excited bystander and save yourself
the humilitiation, as well as saving everyone
else the cost of Lasik surgery after more than
likely having to burn out their own retinas
to permanently remove the image that you
have given them. If you're still hell-bent on
baring it all, there's a doctor on the other
side of town who will, ahem, spruce it up.
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PC SLAM DUNK
SPECIAL

PC 3-POINTER
SPECIAL

larGe BuFFalo chicken Pizza
larGe BuFFalo chicken suB
10-Piece BuFFalo chicken WinGs
2-liter soDa
larGe Fries

small BuFFalo chicken Pizza
5-Piece BuFFalo chicken WinGs
small Fries

larGe BuFFalo chicken Pizza
or
larGe BarBecue Pizza
or
larGe steak Pizza

$29.99

$10.99

$10.99

FALAFEL POCKET

DINE-IN SPECIAL

$4.99
FALAFEL CHICKEN
POCKET

$6.49

FRIAR’S LUCKY PUCK
SPECIAL

2 orDers oVer 24.99 anD Get
2 larGe Fries anD a 2-liter soDa
Free
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Pc FF all
iD*
item
s

Wit

ha

noW hirinG!

401-331-4040
11am-4am
7 Days a Week
369 Douglas Ave.
(Bottom of Eaton St.)

FREE DELIVERY
*may not Be comBineD With other oFFers
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Who Will Win the Stanley Cup Playoffs?
Photo courtesy of SPORTSLOGOS.COM

A goalie can steal any game. If you need
proof, look at last year when Jonathan Quick led
his eighth-seeded Kings to hoist the cup. There are
few, if any, more elite goalies than the king himself,
Henrik Lundqvist. The Rangers enter the playoffs as a
sixth seed and will need the defending Veniza Trophy winner
Lundqvist to be at his best if they have any chance of raising a
banner at MSG.
Regardless of sport, teams that enter the playoffs hot and
have momentum are the teams that always seem to go
the furthest. The Rangers have been on a roll, winning
10 of their 14 games (10-3-1) in April leading into the
postseason. On top of that, their lineup is getting back
to full strength with Marc Staal and Ryane Clowe both
highly likely to return. Rick Nash and Brad Richards
represent the veteran presence as well as the bulk of the
Rangers’ offensive threat (combined 32 goals). Derek
Stepan is having a breakout year as well with 18 goals.
It seems like everything is falling into place at
the perfect time for the Blueshirts. Following the
acquisitions of Dorsett, Clowe, and Brassard, the
Rangers have been red hot. Their power play (on both
sides) has been highly efficient over the past month
and they have a deep roster, especially on defense.
Their grit, physical play, timely offense, leadership
behind Ryan Callahan, and of course Lundqvist
are enough to win any game and any series. The
Rangers will finish what they fell just short
of last year and win their first Stanley Cup
since 1994.
			
-James Kirby ’15
Photo courtesy of SPORTSLOGOS.COM

After a lockout-shortened season, the
Stanley Cup Playoffs are back and with
no shortage of contenders and story
lines. There are the preseason favorites,
the Penguins, Rangers, and Kings, and
the teams no one expected to make it,
the Islanders and Maple Leafs. The team
facing the fabled President’s Trophy curse,
the Chicago Blackhawks, and the team
facing a Stanley Cup hangover, the Los
Angeles Kings, are candidates as well.
There are the teams hoping to reclaim
past glory, the Red Wings and Canadiens,
and the teams looking for their first Cup,
among them the St. Louis Blues.
It takes a different style of hockey to
win in the playoffs, and the St. Louis Blues
have it. They have the toughness, a hardhitting team in a generally more skilloriented Western Conference. Offensive
depth bolstered by the addition of rookies
Vladimir Tarasenko and Jaden Schwartz.
They have gone 12-3 over their last 15
games and they have pulled their power
play and penalty kill percentage up from
the basement of the NHL.
They have good goaltending, even with
their unique situation in goal. With three
goalies that could easily be the number one,
they have managed their goalie carousel
without the goaltending controversy that
derailed Vancouver’s run at the Cup last
year. Brian Elliott is currently the number
one, but with Jaroslav Halak and Jake Allen
behind him there will be no hesitation to
make a change. Down the checklist of
what tends to win the playoff series, the St.
Louis Blues have it all.
-Veronica Lippert ’15

Photo courtesy of SPORTSLOGOS.COM

I already know that I will get a lot of laughs when I
announce my pick for the 2013 Stanley Cup Champions,
but here it goes. I believe that the New York Islanders will
not only win their first playoff series since the 1992-1993 season
but will also emerge victorious in June to capture their first title
in 30 years. Although they are not the best team in the league, I am
convinced that there is something magical in the atmosphere this year
at Nassau Coliseum. One month ago, the team was 12th in the Eastern
Conference and appeared resigned to yet another subpar season.
However, John Tavares, Matt Moulson, Matt Martin, Lubomir
Visnovsky, and Evgeni Nabokov have been star performers for
the club on both offense and defense.
Tavares, the first overall selection in the 2009 NHL Draft, has
really led the Islanders throughout the season and has tallied
the most goals and points on the squad. In addition, the veteran
Visnovsky has shined as a true leader and anchors the defensive
line for the Isles. However, one of the surprise stories has been the
second-half resurgence of their 37-year-old goalie, Nabokov. In
early April, he had a streak of eight starts in which he allowed
two or fewer goals and helped the Islanders to capture crucial
wins in their hunt for the playoffs for the first time since the
2006-2007 season.
The youth and energy of the team has also created this
unexpected run and brought the fans back into a typically
empty arena. This is the primary reason I feel the Islanders
can end the shortened season with the Stanley Cup.
A sudden interest in the success of the franchise has
encouraged many to rush to Nassau Coliseum and
cheer on their team. The excitement in the arena
and the recent momentum of the Islanders will
ultimately help them in their quest to return to
the dynasty of the early 1980s.
			 -Sarah Wacik ’15

Photo courtesy of SPORTSLOGOS.COM

While the Chicago Blackhawks ran away
with the President’s Trophy for most regular
season points, the winner of this trophy has not
fared well in recent years come playoff time. I
expect this trend to continue, and instead we
will see the number one seed in the East, the
Pittsburgh Penguins, come away with the
Stanley Cup for the second time in the Sidney
Crosby era.
The real reason Pittsburgh will come out
triumphant is their unmatched depth, which
was further bolstered by snatching Jarome
Iginla from the Calgary Flames at the trade
deadline. Sidney Crosby, as injury-prone as he
may be, is now healthy and is undoubtedly a
top two or three player in the league. Add on
to that another superstar in Evgeni Malkin,
grizzled veterans Iginla, Branden Morrow and
Pascal Dupuis, and budding stars Branden
Sutter, James Neal, and Beau Bennett, and
the Penguins’ offense is the deepest and most
talented unit in the NHL.
Their defense is no weakness, either. Led
by Brooks Orpik and Kris Letang, the unit also
sports former San Jose Shark standout Douglas
Murray, an up-and-coming star in Matt
Niskanen, and another proven veteran in Paul
Martin. The Penguins should be confident in
their goaltending every night as well, as MarcAndre Fleury has already lead them to one
Stanley Cup title, and backup Thomas Vokoun
is a proven starter in the NHL as well. All in all,
the Penguins’ depth should help them outlast
the prohibitive favorites, the Blackhawks, in a
seven-game Stanley Cup Final for the ages.
-Joey Ciccarello ’16
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Thanks for the Memories Friars

Senior Cowlers Reflect on Their Favorite PC Sports Memory
Danny McNamara ’13
I will always remember that
cold December day when the
ground and trees were dressed in
their finest white snow and a large
envelope with the Providence
College seal had found its way
into my mailbox.
This was the first time I cheered
for the Friars.
A lot of students come to
Providence
College
having
already liked the Friars because
of relatives or friends that had
come here before them or because
they lived close to the smallest
BCS school located on Smith Hill.
Some students came with a
previous allegiance to another
school; I would sadly find out
that there were many who had
and always would be UConn
fans.
My first Friar game as a student
came on Parents Weekend when
I sat there with my Dad and
watched a player go coast to coast
with ease, albeit against Stonehill
College. After the game, there
was little talk about the outcome,
especially after the promise that
Vincent Council ’13 had just
made coming off the bench.
Looking back at this game,
it seems preposterous that
Council was coming off the
bench behind two other guards,
both of who would leave the
program for entirely different
and embarrassing reasons, but
that was the story of my first two
years. Preposterous events that
would lead to losses on and off
the court that had me wondering

if things would ever change during
my time at Providence College.
Sans the heroics of Marshon
Brooks during my sophomore year
in games against Georgetown when
he dropped 43 and the best single
game performance I have ever
witnessed live when he poured in
52, a Big East record, against Notre
Dame at the Dunk, there wasn’t
much going for the Friars until Fr.
Shanley made a hire that would not
only change my time as a Friar, but
those who would walk the campus
as undergraduates long after I
leave.
I saw some great performances
early on in my time as a Friar.
However, it always seemed my
friends and I were excited to see
Jamine “Greedy” Peterson dunk
during games or hope for Brooks
to score 40, rather than seeing
a team come together through
adversity and pull out victories.
The overwhelming majority of
students would always talk about
going to games to see the Big East
team we were hosting instead of the
one wearing black and white.
Everyone reading this knows
how the Friars won as many Big
East games during Ed Cooley’s
first year, four, as the previous two
before he arrived.
Early on in the 2012-2013 season,
the Friars led by 10 points late in
the second half against Penn State
in a game where Cooley only had
six players at his disposal. Despite
losing the game in overtime, it
will always be one of the more
memorable performances for me

because of what Coach Cooley
had at his disposal and the way
they played as a team.
During my time here, when
people talked about Friar
basketball on the national stage,
it was usually for reasons that we
would like to be forgotten.
It was sometime in midFebruary
this
year
when
members of the media and
coaches alike started talking
about the job that Ed Cooley
had done at Providence. They
added that besides Georgetown,
who had a remarkable win
streak going, the Friars were
playing the best basketball in
the conference. Looking back on
it, it is remarkable that coaches
said this considering the national
champions,
the
Louisville
Cardinals, were playing in the
same conference at the time.
I approached each game
like it could be the last time I
saw the Friars win at the Dunk
as an undergrad. After the
heartbreaking loss to UConn
in overtime, I questioned and
wondered how cruel it would
be to have this be the defining
moment for me at the Dunk.
Seven wins in their next eight
contests made me throw cruelty
out the door and welcome in not
only promise but also exuberance.
The only two conference
games against ranked teams
that I watched with confidence
and excitement came against
Cincinnati and Notre Dame.
Sure, they were nationally ranked

and locks to make the NCAA
Tournament, but at the time we
were better than both of them.
Being able to win those games put
us in the conversation, albeit for a
short time, for an at-large bid. In
actuality, there was little hope for
this, but the excitement it created
around campus and the team
made me forget about the last
three years.
Being able to host what would
turn out to be two NIT games,
against Charlotte and Robert
Morris, was a treat like no other
for those seniors who would get
to see their Friars at the Dunk for
the final time as undergrads.
Coach Cooley’s send-off to
the students and fans in the
final game was something I will
always remember. The confidence
instilled in his voice after a run
that no Friar team had made in
years was the moment that truly
marked my time here as a Friar.
You are going to win some and
lose some. Seasons come and go,
but your teammates and your
friends will be there until the
end. As excited as I was on that
December day over four years
ago when I first cheered to be an
undergrad, I will be even more
excited this May when I receive
another piece of paper with that
Providence College seal on it. The
scream that follows the arrival of
this letter will mark my first as a
Friar alum, where the cheering
has only begun.

Bridget Stack ’13
I was privileged enough
to interview some of the best
coaches and athletic leaders
at this school. Through all
the individual moments that
make up the past four years in
athletics, there are many that I
can easily claim as my favorite.
Every hockey game that
I attended, with the crowds
cheering and banging on the
Plexiglass, to the basketball
games that lit up the Dunk with
the fan electricity, it is hard to
pick a favorite.
Through all of these various

sporting events, the best had to
be when the Providence College
Men’s Basketball Team competed
in the second round of the NIT
Tournament. The Dunk was alight
with an energy I had yet to see
in the four years that I had been
attending basketball games. The
fans were on their feet the whole
game—cheering and screaming
until they were hoarse. (I know
this because I was one of them.)
Coach Cooley extended that
excitement by promising to bring
the team to a championship next
year.

Providence
College
has
treated me well. It allowed me to
see the Friars play against some
of the best collegiate basketball
teams in the nation—and yes, I
am Big East biased. Throughout
these four years, we have seen
the Friars play against National
Championship teams, such as
University of Connecticut. We
have beaten number one ranked
teams in the nation, and rebuilt
an ailing basketball program.
In these four years, we have
accumulated multiple athletic
achievements. The Providence

College Men’s Hockey Team
played in the TD Garden,
we have had the Providence
College Men’s and Women’s
Cross Country teams be ranked
nationally, and we have seen the
Men’s Lacrosse Program play in
Gillette Stadium.
Though
my
tenure
at
Providence College is quickly
coming to a close, I will forever
be thankful for all the athletic
excitement that PC awarded us
seniors.

Julia Claudy ’13
My favorite sports memory
at Providence College was
definitely
when
Men’s
Basketball defeated Villanova
during the 2010-2011 season.
I remember it was one of
the first home games after
Christmas break, and I had
been anticipating it for weeks.
As a Philly girl with an older

sister who attended Villanova
University,
the
Villanova/
Providence game was always a
huge family rivalry. My sister
typically brushed off my smacktalk, especially since ‘Nova was
essentially undefeated against
Providence for the past three
years (those Scottie Reynolds
years killed us).

I dragged my less-interestedin-basketball friends to The
Dunk, making sure that we were
there for the entirety of the game,
national anthem included. The
game started out in Villanova’s
favor, but after halftime, the
Friars came out looking like a
new team. PC ran away with
the game, and Marshon Brooks

put on one of the best shows I
have ever witnessed. Providence
came out with an incredible 6883 win! I was overjoyed, and I
gained bragging rights for one
year of my college life over my
older sibling. Absolutely nothing
beats that.

Sports
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Friar Hockey Takes the Field
PC Heads to Frozen Fenway

by Chris Szimanski ’14
Sports Staff
hockey
Fenway Park, the iconic and
historic home to the Boston Red
Sox, will have an interesting air
to it on January 4, 2014, as instead
of the typical crack of bats and
smack of ball on mitt, there will
be the clap of sticks and slice of
skates. Fenway will play host to
outdoor college hockey for the
third time, and this time around
the Providence College Men’s Ice
Hockey Team is shipping up to
Boston for the blooming tradition
known as “Frozen Fenway.”
The Friars will skate against the
Merrimack Warriors in one game,
while the Boston College Eagles
face off against the Hockey East
newcomers, Notre Dame Fighting
Irish. The latter two teams have
each played outdoors in recent
years, but this will be a first-time

event for the Friars and Warriors.
Boston College played Boston
University in 2010 after the Boston
Bruins hosted the Philadelphia
Flyers in the third NHL Winter
Classic and Northeastern in 2011.
Notre Dame played Miami (OH)
at Soldier Field in Chicago this
past February. The Friars men’s
program will join the women’s
team as Fenway participants,
as the women’s team played
Dartmouth in 2011, falling by
a score of 3-2. The four Hockey
East competitors are all college
schools, which makes for an
interesting headline and could see
some rivalries blossom. Boston
College and Notre Dame’s famous
football rivalry has been dubbed
the Holy War.
This game will see some of
the Friar players skating close
to home in a spectacle that will
leave a lasting image on all who
participate. When asked about
missing out on the opportunity to

play in such a festive game, Myles
Harvey ’13 said his initial reaction
was, “Are you kidding me?” and
expressed
his
disappointment,
“Yeah, I’m pretty disappointed to
be missing out on this opportunity,
seems like the seniors are missing
a lot with the Fenway game and the
arena renovations, kind of a tease
on our way out.”
As an impartial bystander now,
Harvey was able to offer up some
interesting insights about the game
that could have improved them.
First, the fact that outdoor games
are becoming more common (the
Los Angeles Kings are hosting
the Anaheim Ducks at Dodgers
Stadium) takes some of the aura
from it, and second, the game
should be between non-conference
opponents that the Friars do not
get to play often. All that aside,
he did acknowledge his jealousy
and admitted that in recent years
Merrimack has become a bit of a
rival, making it special nonetheless.

While missing Fenway is not his
biggest regret about his time in
a Friars jersey, “It ranks up there
behind not winning a Hockey East
Championship.”
Mark Adams ’14 is excited about
the opportunity to play in the game.
A Boxford, Mass. native, Adams
grew up attending Red Sox and
Bruins games regularly: “I have
played and watched games in the
[TD] Garden, and been to Fenway,
but never played hockey there. It’s
going to be awesome.” Adams went
on to say, “It will be neat to play on
the big stage. This team has made
it to the Garden back-to-back years
but is hungry to play for something
more than a semi-final game.”
This event is becoming a
tradition, and it is one that should
take hold as the first two times
Fenway was hosted college teams,
attendance was good and spectators
braved the cold to witness their
teams skate in front of the Green
Monster.
Photo courtesy of MLB.COM

Stepping Forward

Lacrosse, Hockey, and Basketball Make Strides
by DJ Anderson ’16
Asst. Sports Editor
sports
The 2012-2013 year brought about
huge improvements in the world of
three major Providence College sports.
Men’s Basketball, Men’s Lacrosse,
and Men’s Ice Hockey are some of the
most-watched sports at this school, and
each made major strides in the right
direction during their respective seasons.
Each team made improvements upon
their records last year and gave the PC
community something to look forward
to in the coming year.
The men’s basketball team finished
their second season in the Coach Cooley
era with a record of 19-15, earning four
more wins than last season. However,
the improvement of the team goes
well beyond their overall four win
turnaround. The Friars were competitive
in the Big East all season, a statement
that could not be made about last year’s
4-14 conference record. In the final year
before many teams will depart from the
conference, the Friars beat consistent
contenders such as Villanova, Cincinnati,
and Notre Dame.
Coach Cooley’s team will have to rally
past the loss of Vincent Council ’13, the
point guard and unquestioned senior
leader of this year’s team. The loss of a
player with the caliber of Council is a
worry for any team, but the team will

have expanded depth going into next
season. In an interview with Council
towards the end of the season, he said,
“The future is bright” for the team
going forward.
Bryce Cotton ’14 and Kadeem Batts
’14 will look to improve upon their
impressive junior seasons, while also
attempting to fill the senior leadership
void left in Council’s absence. Both
players were recognized by the Big
East Conference in their end of season
awards; Cotton was named to the All
Big East first team while Batts took
home the Most Improved Player award.
The depth that surrounds Cotton
and Batts is the most impressive part of
next year’s team. Players like Ladontae
Henton ’15, Kris Dunn ’16, and Josh
Fortune ’16 will all be returning. They
will be accompanied by impressive
transfers like Carson Desrosiers ’14 and
Tyler Harris ’15, both fresh off their
required year off after transferring.
Finally, incoming freshman Brandon
Austin ’17 will have to fight for
minutes in the rotation, showing how
formidable the Friars can be for any
possible opponent next season.
The men’s ice hockey team made
consistent headlines throughout their
season, beating notable opponents
and barely losing in the semi-finals
of one the most competitive Hockey
East Tournaments in years. Even as
the second youngest team in the entire

country, the Friars managed to compete
in a brutal Hockey East schedule all
season. All 13 freshmen will be returning
next season.
Throughout the season it sometimes
seemed as though goaltender Jon Gillies
’16 could keep the Friars in any game. He
was named National Division I Rookie of
the Year by the Hockey Commissioners’
Association for his efforts all season, and
he will look to come back even stronger
next season.
Many of Gillies’ freshman classmates
contributed in a major way this season as
well. Mark Jankowski ’16, Brandon Tanev
’16, Kevin Rooney ’16, John Gilmour ’16,
Nick Saracino ’16, Tom Parisi ’16, Will
Goss ’16, and Paul de Jersey ’16 all hope
to push Coach Nate Leaman’s team to
even better results in their sophomore
seasons. These players made up one of
the strongest freshman classes in the
country this past season, but there are
many other focal points to the team.
The two leading point scorers for the
Friars will both be returning as well, as
Ross Mauermann ’15, and Derek Army
’14 will try to lead the team to new heights
next season. After finishing in the top 25
of the final national ranking and getting
wins over proven teams like UMassLowell, Merrimack, and UNH, the ceiling
for this team is nonexistent.
The team with the biggest turnaround
this year was undoubtedly the men’s
lacrosse team. In Coach Chris Garbrielli’s

first season with the team they finished
8-8, earning a berth in the Big East
semifinals and already improving
their record from last season by six
games. There have been noticeable
improvements in the team this season,
both in the game plan and in the
performance of the players.
Sean Wright ’14, JT Weber ’13, and
Andrew Barton ’14 started right where
they left off last season, producing more
than half the team’s total points this
season between them. Both Wright and
Barton will try to raise their progress
even more as they return for their senior
seasons next year.
Many first year players have been
crucial to the success of this year’s team.
Freshman oaltender Jack Connelly ’16
has done a great job all season, starting
all sixteen games of the Friars regular
season games. Griffin Goudreau ’16
and Kevin Blair ’16 started 15 out of
the 16 games this year, becoming very
impressive players in their first seasons.
The success of this year’s team was
recognized in their berth in the 2013 Big
East Lacrosse Championship, where
they will play their first game on May
2, 2013.
Overall, these three prominent Men’s
sports gave their crowds something to
cheer about all season. They each made
major contributions to the PC athletic
department and look to be competitive
teams for many years to come.
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By Dara Plath, Associate Editor-in-Chief Emeritus
The problem with writing a swan song is that it does not quite feel like the
end. It feels like I still have time to explore the streets of Providence, find my way
onto the Feinstein balcony, and publish one more edition of The Cowl. I think it
is safe to say that I am not ready for these four years to come to a close.
There are many people who have contributed to these crazy, fun, at times
daunting, but overall amazing four years. First and foremost, to my roommates
Kathleen, Katarina, and Alana, you guys are the friends that people wish for
when they first apply to college. I will treasure the memories we have made, but
more importantly, I will look forward to the wonderfully crazy times to come.
The four years I have spent on The Cowl have been some of the most
challenging and fulfilling years I have experienced yet. There are so many people
that I would love to thank, but in keeping with the 300 (ish) word limit, I will try
to keep it brief.
Arman, you are one of the greatest guys I have met at PC. Our time spent
working on The Cowl together has taught me so much and I will deeply miss our
3 a.m. banter. (…more like partly cloudy.)
Keely, thank you for being my rock when I felt like I was losing control. You
are extremely talented, and I cannot wait to see what you and Kayla have planned
for next year.
Ben, thank you for always making me laugh—especially on Cowl Wednesdays.
Michael, I hope our constant quarreling never stops.
Richy, you are by far the best advisor a college newspaper could ask for. Your
treasure trove of Cowl anecdotes only further proves your love for the paper, and
how truly valuable you are to this eccentric family.
Lastly, to the future writers, editors, and leaders of The Cowl, I thank you for
embracing this role and warn you that it will not be easy. There will be times
(especially on Wednesday nights) when you question whether this is all worth
it. I can tell you from experience that it is. Learn everything you can, and when
you are finished learning, learn more. The Cowl is a special institution that will
forever be an asset to any field you choose to pursue.

By Michael Rose, Managing Editor Emeritus
I have to start by saying that I am generally a very verbose person,
but for the purpose of this I think simplicity is the best policy. Four
years’ worth of memories seems like too much to force into a short
blurb, so I will attempt to keep this as succinct as possible. The
shortest goodbyes are the easiest ones, after all.
I just want to say thank you. Thank you to all the individuals
I have met here at PC, who, in a variety of ways, have shaped
my worldview, enriched my life, and made me the person I am
as I prepare to depart college. Thank you to the faculty, staff,
and students of the PC art department, who have been the most
exceptional group of mentors, colleagues, and friends I could ever
have asked for.
Thank you to everyone on the staff of this publication for
accepting an art history major as your managing editor and for
welcoming me into The Cowl family. Thank you to Providence
College, for an education that has taught me to appreciate the
simultaneous complexity and beauty of the world, and for inspiring
me to remain a lifelong inquirer. Thank you to my friends, with
whom I have had wonderful experiences, great conversations, and
many, many laughs. Thank you finally to my family, who have
consistently supported me and without whom I would certainly
not be where I am today.
I am sure many of us will look back on these years romantically.
The fleeting and sometimes hazy memories of our four years in
Providence will eventually coalesce into a kind of myth about the
perfection of our salad days. As tempting as it is to believe that
these were the best years of our lives, it is important to keep things
in perspective and remember that we have our whole lives ahead
of us.
I hope that in the ensuing years we each find our own path to
fulfillment and that, in the midst of the challenges life can often
bring, we will find support in the community we have built together
here and will draw on some of the innumerable lessons we have
learned within the classroom and without to solve problems we
encounter and make the world a better place.

May 2, 2013

By Arman Oganisian, Editor-in-Chief Emeritus
Graham Greene once wrote that a story has no beginning or end. Instead,
a storyteller arbitrarily chooses that moment from which he looks forward
or from which he looks back. As far as my PC experience goes, that moment
was my first step into The Cowl office on a busy Wednesday night in October
of my freshman year. Confronting the hustle and bustle of the office nearly
tossed me into a panic attack. Some copy editors were busy correcting
articles, others were passionately debating the use of the oxford comma,
and Katrina Davino was insisting that the font in one article was 11 points
instead of 10 (she was right). Matt Longobardi was busy spreading the food
for ravenous editors, and John and Katie were probably off debating word
usage in the corner of the office.
There was something so wonderfully attractive about that atmosphere.
Perhaps it was the near-palpable bonds of friendship that could only be
forged with 3 a.m. Wednesdays in a windowless office, where the printer
is always jammed and the temperature is always 20 degrees higher than
normal.
Later that year, I was blessed to join the editorial board as world news
editor. The condition was simple: sign away every Wednesday night for the
next four years. I accepted the terms and grew to love The Cowl, our sacred
Tamagotchi, and had the privilege of leading it my senior year.
I have trouble recalling significant events, or so-called “turning points,”
in my PC career. I can only think of significant people who have altered me
for the better.
Mom, your unwavering optimisim and confidence have served as the
very cornerstones of the man I have become in the past four years. Thank
you.
To all my professors, I cannot thank you enough. There is no telling
where your influence will end.
Keely, thanks for being ever-patient and ever-loving. Joy and kindness
are in your nature, and it shows every day. PC would not have been the
same without you.
John Vaghi, thanks for teaching me everything you knew about design,
even though you had far better things to do during your last semester. After
four years, you are still one of my best and most interesting friends.
Thank you, Thursday, because you are the true Friday for Cowlers.
Ben, thanks for being the most interesting roommate ever. Whether it’s
hiding Peeps in my room for me to find, perching on my sink like a gargoyle,
or hiding behind my door to scare me as I walk in, you have, at once, always
made me laugh as well as greatly disturbed me. I think it would be best, as
we discussed, that our children marry each other so that we could officially
be family.
Dara, it is so great knowing you, and even better knowing that I share
a planet with you. I could not have handled this year without your help.
Darman lives!
Thank you, Kevin at Turley, for being so chipper at 3 a.m. It gave Dara
and me the energy to keep going the extra 20 minutes.
Andrew, thanks for being smart, witty, and hilarious. On the “chill
people” distribution, you are easily two standard deviations above the
mean.
McPhail’s, thanks for the free popcorn and events with free food. PC
Phat Kidz, thanks for telling me about them.
Catherine Northington, our many conversations on morality, absurdity,
and modernity were, ironically, bright spots in my week.
Chris Slavin, I think it’s safe to say that Dara and I met and exceeded the
goals you outlined for us at the end of your tenure. We have embraced the
opportunity to continue to foster community, generate dialogue, embrace
diversity, engage, open forum, discourse, community, diversity, respect,
society, challenging, leadership roles, diversity (Buzzzzzzz).
Café 412, thanks for being my favorite hangout. It has been months since
you have passed, and I still cannot find a suitable replacement.
Sara Spirito, thanks for teaching me the difference between good
whitespace and bad whitespace. I will always add sub-headlines.
Thank you, Kevin and Chris, for being a part of Los Fantasticos. They
still have posters of us in Japan and the Boston Symphony has begun
including penguins in their drum sets. Verily, our influence is as timeless
as our music.
Thank you, Richy Kless, for being a great mentor and friend. Thanks for
telling me when I was right and thanks for telling me when I was wrong.
Thanks for always keeping your door open. Thanks for being a walking
history book of The Cowl. I can’t imagine anyone more capable of guiding
this group of students in the future. I would give a kidney to have a fraction
of the understanding, kindness, and sincerity you have with others. The
Cowl and PC are lucky to have you.
I’m so grateful to have served as editor-in-chief. It has allowed me to
meet some of the most brilliant and absolutely insane people at PC. Thank
you, past editors, for setting the bar so high and passing on such a great club.
Thank you, Cowl rookies. It was heartwarming seeing the panicked
expressions you had on your first Wednesdays. You will add fresh, innovative
perspectives to The Cowl that will keep it going for another 78 years. I often
liken The Cowl to the island of misfit toys. It is one of the quirkiest, most
diverse, and talented groups of people you will meet at PC. Enjoy.
After experiencing three years of swan songs, I can comfortably say that
the swan doesn’t really die…It gets captured and moved to a larger lake,
whether it wants to or not. Let’s shake off the sadness, embrace the change,
and enjoy the brief respite before graduation. It’s never really over. Stay
golden.
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“Every year, many, many
stupid people graduate from
college. And if they can do it,
so can you.”

—John Green

By Andrew Gellert, World Editor Emeritus
By Christine Rousselle, News Editor Emeritus
Well, this is it. The final Cowl of my final year at Providence College, and
here I am in my best friends’ room, attempting to type out something to
sum up my four years here in “500ish” words or less. I should be typing
out my argument in support of the Capobianco family for my civil liberties
paper, or doing the multiple macroeconomic homework assignments I’ve
procrastinated on, or typing English phrases into Google Translate for
my French paper, but instead, I’m watching the episode of Friends where
everyone figures out that Ross is the father of Rachel’s baby, after successfully
half-cheating my way to victory at pub trivia tonight.
While I’m not going to be one of those cheeseballs who gushes about how
college was “the best four years of my life!!1!!!1!!1!,” it certainly was one hell
of a ride. Yet, after taking a glance at the essay I submitted to Providence
College as a high school senior, it’s interesting to note that my college years
were…basically exactly as I thought they were going to be.
While the incredibly juvenile writing style of that essay makes me cringe,
Christine-at-17 was pretty good at predicting the actions of Christine-at-21.
Christine-at-17 wrote about how she wanted to go to Division 1 sporting
events—I went to 70 men’s ice hockey games. Christine-at-17 wrote about
wanting to play intramurals—and while I never succeeded in winning a shirt,
I did help break the gender barrier for intramural ice hockey sophomore
year. Christine-at-17 wrote about how she valued her faith, and Christineat-21 is happy to report that this is still true. Christine-at-17 perked up at the
mention of Dance Club on her initial tour and wrote about how she loved to
dance—and while I regret not getting more involved sooner, I just had my
last Dance Club performance on Monday. Christine-at-17 was really amped
up at the thought of getting a free fish for her dorm, whereas Christine-at-21
would like to say, “Rest in peace/sorry guys” to her four beloved fishy pals.
We may think our younger selves are naïve, but sometimes they actually
know more than we think. I’m glad that throughout my college experience
and everything that’s come along with it—the laughs, the tears, and the
radio appearances—I’ve remained true to myself. That should be a goal for
everyone.
In closing, I want to thank—in no particular order and I’m apologizing
now for people I’ve forgotten: My incredible writing staff, the copy editors,
my parents, my brother Jack, Marjorie Jeffrey, Valerie Ferdon, Sehilah AlDrweesh, Erin McElwain, Andres Taborda, the Department of Political
Science, Brian Billett, Fr. Justin Brophy, O.P., Elizabeth Delmonico, the
ladies of Davis 307, Aly Daum, Richy Kless, Arman Oganisian, Sara Spirito,
Shayna Kaufmann, the Das Booth crew, Jordan Frias, Dara Plath, my fellow
LI interns, the inventor of Twitter, and everyone else who made the last four
years unforgettable.

If it were easy to sum up four years of life in 300 words, I would have written
this earlier than the last possible minute. As it stands, reality demands that those
four years, rich and full, now end. After four years, my last submission to The
Cowl is almost a farce. Not only for me, but for the other seniors as well; how
can we possibly condense our time at Providence College into this trifling fauxcapstone? Recount old memories, interesting only to those who shared them? List
the friends we made, as if we don’t capture them in print, they will disappear?
There is an involuntary melancholy that fills us in this closing interval. Should
we fight it by reciting trite catchphrases, like “it’s time to move on”? No, we
should embrace it. This feeling, this nostalgia mixed with anxiety and even a
little regret, for some, is the beginning of closure. We are leaving.
This is not to say that we should not recognize what changed us here during
our four years. My friends know who they are; nothing further needs to be said.
This is a change, not an end. I am deeply indebted to my professors, and again,
no further words could be a sufficient elaboration. Without the love and support
of my future wife Genevieve, none of my works would be possible, and life
would be a less colorful thing.
Do you hear that sound? It is a train whistle. The change, or end, or whatever
it is draws near. It is a cruel world that brings us together for four years, only to
thrust us apart for the remainder. I will not conclude with an empty platitude;
make of it what you will. This is as real as it gets. Peace out.

By Cassandra Santoro, Head Copy Editor Emeritus
There are many things that I would like to say to you but I don’t
know how. Because I don’t have the words myself, I borrowed them:
If you have an important point to make, don’t try to be subtle
or clever. Use a pile driver. Hit the point once. Then come back
and hit it again. Then hit it a third time—a tremendous whack. The
difference between the right word and the almost right word is the
difference between lightning and a lightning bug. Remember not
only to say the right thing in the right place, but far more difficult
still, to leave unsaid the wrong thing at the tempting moment.
Things do not happen. Things are made to happen. There’s no day
that is the same as the day before. Watch your thoughts for they
become words. Watch your words for they become actions. Watch
your actions for they become habits. Watch your habits for they
become your character. And watch your character for it becomes
your destiny. What we think, we become. There’s a freedom to being
young that is harder to come by as time goes on. Take what you
can from your dreams, make them as real as anything. Those who
dare to fail miserably can achieve greatly. Ending a sentence with a
preposition is something up with which I will not put.
To Courtney: Thank you for being the greatest human being
on Earth. Always remember: keep the sass up and no singing after
10:15. Cassney Bultoro for life!
To The Cowl: Thnks fr th mmrs.
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By Benjamin Remillard, World Staff Emeritus
I have never felt as enthused to learn as I did in the history classes here
at PC. No matter how separated by time, language, or space, I felt like I
could truly connect to those people and societies I studied. I cannot wait
to pass that knowledge on to young, malleable minds. Thank you, Prof.
Drogula. Thank you, Prof. Andrews. Thank you, Prof. Johnson.
I have never felt more relaxed than when I was lounging around The
Cowl office, distracting others from doing their work, procrastinating over
my own work, mooching free food from everywhere around Slavin, and
staying up way too late. Thank you, Dara. Thank you, Kayla. Thank you,
Keely. Thank you, Michael.
I have never felt more at home than the few hours I was actually in
Fennell. Whether with mice or with a roommate, it was good living. Thank
you, Arman.
I have never felt happier than when I was co-president of Rejects on
the Rise, the best comedy group PC could ever ask for. My time with you
losers has made me a much, much better person. Thank you, Barbie.
I have never felt prouder than when I sat in the Smith Center, watching
some great shows with some amazing sets. I learned as much working
in the scene shop building those sets and hanging those lights as I did
in any classroom; I learned as much about work ethic as I ever did about
carpentry. I will carry those skills with me the rest of my life. Thank you,
Spencer. Thank you, George.

By Meryl Ertelt, Photo Staff Emeritus
Even before stepping foot on second floor Ray, the one thing in my life that
has remained the same is my big hair (yes, I am that girl). In my final weeks here
at PC, I will indulge all The Cowl readers with one final secret—I have big hair
because I love it.
Why I love my big, crazy, and literally out of the box hair, I am not completely
sure. Maybe it is because I have a big personality, bigger goals, and even bigger
gumption—but either way, college has taught me that being yourself, with big
and small hair styles alike, can and will lead you to more success and happiness
than I ever thought possible before stepping foot through Huxley gate.
These last four years have been the best time of my life, and I leave PC happier
and more accomplished than I ever thought was possible. I might have given
up sleeping, and I might have spent way too much time in the library, but in
exchange I have been afforded the opportunity to graduate, do what I love in
the place that I love (DC here I come!), and to make some of the best friends
anyone could ever hope for (many of whom who are on The Cowl staff—thanks
guys!)! I survived 8:30 Civ, walked the length of Eaton Street one too many
times, witnessed the glory days of 412 and Clubbies, and drank more coffee
than I would like to admit, and it certainly would not have been as awesome if I
attempted to be anyone but who I really am—the girl with big hair.
Thank you PC and I’ll see you soon! Once a Friar, always a Friar.

By Bridget Stack, Sports Editor Emeritus
Entering college, I was constantly told that I was going to have the time of
my life, that the people that I met were going to be my friends forever, and that
my collegiate experience would be over before I knew it. Every one of those
statements could not be more true.
Looking back, it is hard to believe that four years have already passed since
I first walked onto this campus as a nervous, excited freshman. Now those
feelings return as the end of college grows near. No longer will I be able to live
with six of my best friends, or have all of my friends in such close proximity.
Everyone is growing, leaving, and starting new chapters of their lives.
There are two things that I cannot thank Providence College enough for: the
opportunity to work for The Cowl as an editor, and my amazing friends.
The Cowl is more than just a newspaper; it is a vehicle that brings so many
different people together into one office. What ensues has given me some of the
best memories of my collegiate career. Wednesdays have become the day that I
look forward to most in the week, the day in which 15 or more people are holed
up in an office trying to produce a newspaper. My experience would not have
been complete without the people that make up The Cowl.
The friendships I have made at PC have changed me, and never could I
have thought I would be as close to a group of girls as I am with my best
friends. Over the years, tears have been shed both due to laughter and sadness,
Thursday nights have been reserved for family dinners, and memories that
I will carry with me through my life have been made. DiTrag 402 may be
the meeting place this year, but as we move forward, there will always be a
location and time that we will all meet again. The saying of best friends for life
has never been truer than with the girls I am lucky enough to call best friends.
In the end, all I can say is thank you. Thank you to The Cowl, for allowing
me to be part of the community that you provided, thank you to my friends
without whom college would not have been the same, thank you to my family
that has loved me and supported me enough to let me attend PC.
Thank you, PC, for everything that you have offered me.
“Yesterday brought the beginning, tomorrow brings the end, and
somewhere in the middle we became the best of friends.” —Unknown

May 2, 2013

By Micaela Cameron, News Staff Emeritus
Freshman year, I kept countdowns on my desk to remind me of how much
longer I had to endure until I could go home for the next school break. Four years
later, I’m avoiding countdowns like I avoid fish at Ray. I don’t want to know
how quickly the time has passed, and how soon I will have to say goodbye to the
greatest place and people I have ever known.
In these past four years I’ve experienced more than this article allows me to
express. I joined The Cowl during my sophomore year. I had the pleasure of living
with my best friends. I’ll never find other roommates who will still love me, even
when I leave my socks on the kitchen counter. I’ve danced on stage with amazing
people and learned to organize a club with four of my favorite fellow executive
board members. Through Professor DeNiord and Dr. Bennett I have discovered
that I love writing and literature. I had the opportunity to travel to Mexico with
some of the best people I have ever met.
Lately, people have been asking me if I am excited to graduate. While I am
excited to move on to the next chapter in my life, I am in no hurry to leave. I plan
on enjoying the last few weeks I have left because next year I’ll miss going out on
the weekends and screaming “heeeeey-ay baby!” I’ll miss my spot in the library.
I’ll miss seeing the trees bloom near the chapel. I’ll miss saying “hi” to all of the
friendly faces I pass daily. I’ll miss having all of my friends on the same campus.
Thank you to all of you that have made my experience at PC so incredible and
so hard to leave!

May 2, 2013
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By Naomi Eide, World Staff Emeritus
Somewhere along the line I started writing for The Cowl. Before I became
a writer, I barely glimpsed at The Cowl, and then suddenly I was whiling
away the hours in the office which has a tendency to suck you in. As it
turned out, The Cowl is kind of a blast. Yes, I push deadlines to the limit, but
who doesn't? Some words of advice for future writers:
—Always write about the funny stuff !
—Stalk your editor: either make them promote you or make them fire you.
—Become friends with the copy editors. We all know what happens when
the copy editors don't like you.
—Smile and don't get sucked into the seriousness of life.
—Make time to write. I don't care if you're busier than Martha Stewart in
a hoarder's house, take the time to compose something brilliant. It just so
happens that people actually do read what you publish.
—Never ever ever miss a banquet (ever ).
—Shamelessly promote your body of work.
—May the odds be ever in your favor.
Toodles and Smooches.
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By Rebecca Brophy, Photo Staff Emeritus
After four years, it is hard to find the right words to say, so in
the words of 85-year-old Nadine Stair:
“If I had my life to live over,
I'd try to make more mistakes next time.
I would relax. I would limber up.
I would be sillier than I have on this trip.
I would be crazier. I would be less hygienic.
I would take more chances, I would take more trips.
I would climb more mountains, swim more rivers, and watch
more sunsets.
I would burn more gasoline. I would eat more ice cream and
less beans.
I would have more actual troubles and fewer imaginary ones.
You see, I am one of those people who lives prophylactically
and sensibly and sanely, hour after hour, day after day.
Oh, I have had my moments
And if I had it to do over again, I'd have more of them.
In fact, I'd try to have nothing else.
Just moments, one after another.
Instead of living so many years ahead each day.
I have been one of those people who never go anywhere
without a thermometer, a hot water bottle, a gargle, a raincoat,
and a parachute.
If I had to do it over again, I would go places and do things.
I'd travel lighter than I have.
If I had my life to live over, I would start barefooted earlier in
the spring and stay that way later in the fall.
I would play hooky more. I wouldn't make such good grades
except by accident.
I would ride on merry-go-rounds. I'd pick more daisies!”

By Tommy Cody, Opinion Staff Emeritus
As I leave for unknown shores, those dark waters that will hopefully lead
to a greater beyond, I realize that this hill was always just a port, a stop over.
Now our flight has been called, the horn sounded from the bay, and we must
depart. As Hamlet contemplates in his famous soliloquy:
“The undiscovered country, from whose bourn
No traveller returns, puzzles the will,
And makes us rather bear those ills we have
Than fly to others that we know not of?
Thus conscience does make cowards of us all.”
I say too, I am afraid of what is beyond but I will not allow conscience to
make a coward of me. I will not hold, with a vice-like grip, onto the thing I
know for something that holds infinite possibility. I hope with all my heart
that the past four years are not the best of my life, but rather a time of dynamic
flux, the reason why my life after May 19 will be brighter. The people and
memories will not be worn away from my mind by time, for they have become
part of me. They dwell in the lawns, brick paths, crummy street corner bars,
drafty houses, and musty dorm rooms. They stick like the rich smells of the
past to the walls of memory, slowly ingraining themselves in minds slow
remembering. And one fall day years and years hence, when the sound of
leaves underfoot and the smell of fresh cut grass and stale beer linger in the
air, dissolving slowly as I savor them, my mind will wander back here to
the turning of the days to evenings, watching all fade, the lights pop on and
campus come to life under cover of darkness. Here, at the end of time known,
the great precipice I must throw myself from into the void, there is but one
thing I can say. All fearless now we brave life’s hour! Hail Providence! We
praise thy name!

By Beatriz Forster, Opinion Staff Emeritus
I decided to look up what exactly I was getting myself into by agreeing to write a “swan song,” and it turns out that, as often seems
to happen, I really had no idea. According to Wikipedia, a swan song is a final gesture made “just before death or retirement.” The
phrase, which traces its origins back to folklore, connotes the “beautiful song” that swans sing right before their death, “having been
silent during most of their lifetime.” Obviously, this isn’t a song, and I’m not so sure that the last part applies either, since I’m not
exactly the coyest writer. Something else to consider is the context in which one writes a so-called “swan song,” which apparently is
shortly before leaving the world in a pretty concrete way.
It’s true that all of the seniors are in a certain regard leaving the world insofar as we leave the PC bubble and all of the privileges
and traditions that this entails. I’m sure there will be some things that none of us miss too fondly, but of course, these things tend
to be glazed over by the sweet memories that we have of college. I’ll be leaving the wonderful world of PC to enter a convent,
while others will enter the workforce. Our classmates will continue their education in graduate programs, and some will already be
prepared to get married to their spouses. The beautiful thing to realize, though, is that we all share the experience of the past few
years spent at PC together, where we have been formed as persons.
I have heard it said on more than one occasion that after graduation, seniors “scatter” in all sorts of different directions pursuing
a plethora of goals and opportunities. This doesn’t mean, however, that we each join different worlds fragmented into various
divisions depending on the course we choose to follow in our lives. Rather, scattering implies a source or common place of departure,
which for the Class of 2013 as with those preceding and the ones that will follow, is our alma mater of Providence College. My hope
is that no matter how far we each may go from Harkins or Feinstein, we all continue to be true to ourselves (and our school’s motto!)
by pursuing the Truth at all costs. Thank you for the privilege of writing for The Cowl—it’s been an unforgettable experience!
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